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ORLANDO and LAVINIA. 


CHAP. XLIV. 
THE MARRIAGE. 


„Hail wedded Love! myſterious law, true ſource 
Of human offspring—lſole propriety | 
In paradiſe of ali things common elle ! 

By thy adulterous luſt was driven from men 

„ Among the beaſtial herds to range; by thee 
Founded in reaſon loyal, juſt and pure,) 

« Relations dear, and all the charities - 

« Of father ſon, and biother, firſt were known.— 
— Perpetual fountain of domeſtic bliſs. 

* Here Love his golden ſhafts employs, here lights 
His conſtant lamp, and waves his purple wings 
Here reigns and re els,” 


2 MILTON. 


DIGNOR,” ſaid ſhe, * Tam 
at a loſs to conjecture what opinion you 
Vol. III. B have 
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have formed of me, after my writing to 
you.“ 

«1 can form no opinion of you,“ re- 
plied 1, interrupting her, « that is any 
way to your diſadvantage ; beſides, you 
know they ſay love is blind: all your ac- 
tions muſt therefore appear to me moſt 
perfect.“ 

« You are very gallant,” anſwered ſhe; 
«* but as for your love, we ſhall have a de- 
monſtration of it in an inſtant—you ſay 
you love me?” 

« do with ardour,” replicd I with the 
utmoſt energy. | 

« Well then,” ſaid ſhe, © if you do 
love me, ſay, have you courage ſuffi- 
cient to marry me?“ 

This was a home ſtroke -] heſitated 
I knew not what to anſwer. 

« Signor,” ſaid ſhe, interrupting the 
reverie J had ſunk into, © there is no oc- 
caſion for heſitation ; you are at liberty to 
do as you pleale.—Speak then—do not 
debate—ſay, will you or will you not 


have me ?” 
I was 
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fl I was at the extreme, I knew not what 
to do; and was young, ſanguine, incon— 
fiderate—I took her hand and aſſured 


Y her I would make her my bride that very + 
u evening. 

;- « Well,” ſaid ſhe, “ your generoſity i is 
lt not thrown away on one unworthy of 


you; I am Donna Belvidera Della Fron- 
tado, daughter to Don Carlos. I ſaw 
you firſt at the Infanta's ball, to whom 
I was introduced for the firſt time. Do 
you not recolle& me?” continued ſhe, 
throwing up her veil and diſplaying a face 
of exquiſite beauty. I did recolle& her 
being introduced to the Infanta the night 
I was preſent. 
« Iam,” continued ſhe, “ as it is well 
1— known, heireſs to my father's vaſt for- 
tune; beſides which, I was left by an old 
the W£ aunt ſeventy thouſand moidores. Some 
oc- I time ſince my father received a viſit from 
yto a ſon of his moſt intimate friend. Don 
not Henrique ſoon became a favourite with 
my father. He was handſome in his per- 
lon and accompliſhed in his manners—had 
[ was B 2 been 
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been a very great traveller—and was 
particularly partial to England, where he 
had continued a long time. He was of a 
very avaricious diſpoſition, ſanguine, raſh 
and -revengeful; but very inſinuating 
where it ſuited him. It was my misfor- 
tune to pleaſe him; though, whether he 
was in love with my fortune or perſon, I 
am yet at a loſs to know. He aſked both 
me and my father's conſent ; to which the 
latter acceded, and I was ordered to look 
upon him as my intended huſband. In 
vain I knelt, prayed and intreated ; my 
father remained inexorable, and Henrique 
triumphed in knowing I muſt be his. 
Preparations were made for my wedding, 
when fate, in pity to me, cauſed a delay; 
an expreſs arrived that Henrique's father 
was dying, deſiring him, if he wiſhed to 
ſee him before the laſt expiring breath, to 
ſet Out immediately. 
« He obeyed the ſummons, and left me 
with the hope of ſomething intervening t0 
prevent our union. A ſhort time after 


he was gone, the Infanta expreſſed a de- 
ſire 
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fire for me to be introduced to her. My 
father inſtantly complied, and a ball was 
given purpoſely upon the occaſion. 

It was there, Signor, that it was my 
fate to ſee you; after what is paſt, I may 
be permitted to ſay I was ſeized with a 
ſtrange palpitation the moment I beheld 
you. When I returned home I informed 
Viola of it; and we frequented the Prado 
(a public garden) every day, in hopes of 
ſecing you, it being the moſt likely place 
to meet you. It was almoſt a week be- 
fore you came; the ſight of you was ra- 
ther unexpected, and cauſed me to make 
an involuntary exclamation. When I re- 
turned home my father had received a 
letter from Henrique ; he informed him 
he ſhould be in Madrid in a very ſhort 
time, and begged my father to get every 
thing ready, that the marriage might be 
celebrated two or three days after his ar- 
rival. Every thing was now hurry and 
confuſion, and I was not allowed to ſtir 
out. Laſt night Henrique arrived; Viola 
bad watched you, and knew where you 
B 3 lived, 
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lived. I was driven to the pinch; to. 
morrow was to be my wedding, and this 
morning I ſent you the note.” 

Belvidera wouid have added ſomething 
more, when ſhe was interrupted by a 
voice from behind us exclaiming 

cet is as I imagined; you have eſ- 
tranged her affection from me—take, 
therefore, a juſt reward for ſo doing.“ 

I turned round to ſee who it was, and 
received a wound from a {word in my 
right ſide, juſt below the ribs. 

« Oh! it is Henrique,” ſhreaked Bel- 
videra, as ſhe ſunk, fainting, to the 
ground. I would have ſupported her— 
but, tottering, I fell down in the ſame 
ſituation. | 

When I recovered I found myſelf in 


bed, and my friend Belmour by my ſide; 


I awoke as from a dream, and had only 
a faint remembrance of the paſt. 

c Belmour,” ſaid I, as ſoon as I had 
the power to articulate, “ tell me, I con- 
jure you, by ail you hold ſacred, is my 
Belvidera married io Henrique?“ 

« A well- 


ORLANDO AND LAVINIA. 11 


« A well- timed artifice,“ replied he, 
« has ſaved her from that miſery ; but I 
charge you, by Belvidera and every thing 
you love, to ſpeak no more, for on your 
ſilence depends your life.“ 

c But tell me,” ſaid I, © what is this 
artifice, and how I came to be carried 
home ?2—tell me that, and I promiſe not 
to ſpeak another ſyllable.” 

« On that condition,” anſwered he, © I 
will tell you; but you muſt promiſe, if J 
do, not to ſpeak a word more.” 

I bowed my head in token of my com- 
pliance, and he began. 

* When you went out,” ſaid he, “ a 
kind of preſage came over me; and al- 
though I was engaged with a party that 
evening, I ſent an apology, and remained 
at home for fear I ſhould be wanted. I 
had taken a book and ſat myſelf down to 
read; it was half after ſeven, when the 
door flew open, and in ruſhed a ſemale; 
—© For heaven's ſake, Sir,” ſaid ſhe, 
*liy to the ſuccour of your friend, who 
„has been ſtabbed in the Prado.” —1 

B 4 rang 
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rang for your man, and we both followed 
the young woman to the place where you 
laid inſenſible and bleeding with violence. 
It was juſt duſk—I knew not in what man- 
ner to have you conveyed home, when 
(George, with the beſt heart in the world, 
caught you up and carried you home 
himſelf, I turned round to aſk a few par: 
ticulars of my conduttreſs, but ſhe was 
gone. When we came home I ſent fora 
ſurgeon, who dreſſed your wound, and 
gave me great hopes. You have remained 
inſenſible three days, and it was the par- 
ticular deſire of the doctor, that when you 
came to yourſelf not to let you ſpeak. 

© The next morning the ſame young 
woman was ſhewn up to me. 

*« I am come, Signor,“ ſaid ſhe, “ with 
particular orders from my miſtreſs, to 
know how my Lord does, for ſhe ſcarcely 
exiſts while ſhe thinks him in the leaſt dan. 
ger.” SY ix 

-I anſwered her with the utmoſt acri- 
mony ; and the poor thing retired vext 


almoſt to tears. In the afternoon George 
came 


th 
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came up and informed me, that the ſame 
young woman deſired particularly to ſpeak 
with me, and ſhe would take no refuſal. 
« Show her up,” ſaid I, much ſurpriſed 
to think ſhe came again, after the treat- 
ment ſhe had received in the morning. 
Signor,“ ſaid ſhe as ſhe entered, 


with a haughty yet melodious tone, which 


inſtantly informed me it was not the ſame, . 
* I am come to ſee Lord Arundel.” 

« Madam,” replied I, © I have already 
told you my friend muſt not be diſ- 
turbed.“ | 

* I ſhall not diſturb him!” ſaid ſhe in a 
voice of great agitation. 

« I will take care you ſhall not,“ re- 
plied I in a pretended paſhon. * Is it 
not a hard thing that here I muſt be peſ- 
tered all day long with a parcel of waiting 
maids.” 

I am no waiting maid,” anſwered 
ſhe in a tone of great haughtineſs, at the 
ſame time throwing up her veil, and diſ- 
playing a face that almoſt ſtupified me 
with 
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with the unexpected fight of ſo much ex- 
quiſite beauty. 

J am Donna Belvidera Della Frontado, 

proud Engliſhman ; and come to ſee the 
man who has promiſed to be my huſ- 
band.” 
I ewas awed by her beauty, and without 
any more heſitation led the way to your 
room; ſhe approached the bed and took 
your hand, kiſſed it, and bathed it with 
her tears. 

« Alas!” exclaimed ſhe, “ what a ſitu- 
ation is this, and all for me !—Oh, Arun- 
del, freely would thy Belvidera reſign her 
life to recover you to perfect health.“ — 


« Signor, ſaid ſhe turning to me, © what 


is the opinion of the doctor?“ — I in- 
formed her.—“ Thank Heaven!“ ex- 
claimed ſhe, “ he will then live.“ 


« She again kiſſed your hand, and re- 


tired;—1I followed. She bid me good 

evening, and left the houſe. The next 
morning the ſervant came to know how 
you did ;—my curioſity was rouſed, and 


I interrogated her concerning the affair 
between 
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between her miſtreſs and you, and pre- 
ſented her at the ſame time with the con- 
tents of my purſe. She informed me of 
the whole.“ 

Signor,“ continued ſhe, © the inſtant 
perceived my Lord ſtabbed I ran to 
you; and the moment I conducted you 
to the place I flid into the houſe through 
the back door, as I knew I ſhould be 
miſſed ; and therefore I could not ftay to 
anſwer any interrogatories you ſhould 
make. 

« Don Henrique, as ſoon as my miſ- 
treſs fainted, caught her in his arms and 
carried her home. She was put to bed, 
and but juſt revived when I entered the 
room. Belvidera,” ſaid her father, 
e prepare to be married to-morrow to 
Henrique; and no evaſion whatever ſhall 
have any effect upon me.” With thoſe 
words he left the room, and Don Hen- 
que followed. 

4 Viola,” ſaid ſhe to me, as ſoon as we 
vere alone, what ſhall I do to prevent 
this hated marriage? 

Indeed, 
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Indeed, Ma'am,” replied I, I know 
not what to adviſe you. If my Lord was 
well, you could elope; but as the caſe 
now ſtands, I know not what you can 
do.” 

% have it,” ſaid ſhe after a long pauſe. 
& Go down to the parlour, pretend I am 
taken with a fever, and that I am deliri- 
ous. Say no more—pretend to be greatly 
frightened, and then run for a phyſician; 
go to Don Octavio (which is the ſurname: 
of the family phyſician); you know the 
poor fellow doats on me to diſtraction. I 
will write a note that you ſhall give him, 
and leave the reſt to fate. | 

« But, Ma'am,” ſaid I, What do you 
mean ſhall be the end of all this?“ 

« Mean, idiot,” ſaid” ſhe; © Why by 
the time I ſhall be recovered from my 
pretended illneſs Arundel will be well— 
at leaſt I hope ſo, and then I can .clope” 
with him.” * 


She then ſat down and wrote a note to 
the doctor that ran thus: 


To 
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To Don Octavio de Meleſſina. 
“Signor, 


% Private and particular reaſons oblige 


me to feign ill. You will be ſent to at- 
tend me; I charge you, by all your hopes 
of happineſs, to declare I am in extreme 
danger, and you will be entitled to the 
gratitude and eſteem of 


Beloideva Della Frontado.“ 


ce T did as my Lady deſired me I ran 
into the parlour in the utmoſt fright, and 
declared my miſtreſs was dying. Don 
Henrique ſtarted up frightened. 

% But—nonſenſe!” ſaid my maſter, * its 
only ſome of her vagaries—ſome ſcheme 
or other to defeat our purpbſe. 

„Ah,“ exclaimed I, © you are very 
much miſtaken!“ and away I ran. 

I delivered the letter to Don Octavio, 
who peruſed it; and, forgetting I was pre- 
ſent, he exclaimed— 


« Intitled 
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« Intitled to her eſteem !—Heaven !— 
What extacy in the idea!” He then took 
his hat and ſet out for our houſe. I fol. 
lowed him—he entered the parlour. 

« Ah, Signor,” ſaid Don Carlos, “ how 
came we to have a viſit from you to- night? 
—What's the news?“ 

« Why,” replied Octavio, © I heard 
your daughter is ill, and ſurely that's bad 

news.” | 

© Pſhaw !—nonſenſe !—I don't think 
ſhe is ill,“ anſwered my maſter. 

gut you had better let me ſee her, as 
her woman came running for me,” ſaid 
Octavio. 

« Well, well,“ replied the old Signor, 
« you may ſee her Don Henrique will 
ſhew you the way up.“ | 

Up I ran to inform my miſtreſs that 
Henrique was coming with the doctor; 
and as ſoon as they entered ſhe burſted 
out in a loud paroxyſm, which ſo terrified 


Don Henrique, that he fled out of the 
room. 


« Signor,” 


Ir 
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«Signor, ſaid ſhe to Octavio, as he 
approached the bed, “they want to marry 
me to-morrow ; mind, therefore, you 
keep up the farce, and declare I am very 
unwell.” | 

He aſſured her he would—and, bow- 
ing, retired. 

« What a pity it is,” ſaid I, © that this 
amiable man ſhould love you fo!” 

« No pity at all,” replied ſhe; “ for if 
he did not, how ſhould I have been able 
to prevent this marriage? This poor fel- 
low,“ continued ſhe, © has loved me, I 
have perceived, theſe two years paſt; yet 
the difference in our rank has prevented 
him from making a declaration, and he 
nouriſhes a paſſion that hourly conſumes 
him.” 

« When Octavio returned to the par- 
lour, he informed them that ſhe was very 
ill; and on her not being interrupted by 
viſitors, depended her life. The next 
morning, as ſoon as poſſible, ſhe made me 
go to know how Lord Arundel did. 
« You know, Sir,” continued Viola, © in 

what 
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* 
what manner you received me; I returned 
and informed my miſtreſs.” 

« Viola,” ſaid ſhe, © you ſhall take my 
place in the bed to elude the notice of 
any of the domeſtics, ſhould they enter 
the room; and I will put on your dreſs 
and veil, and go myſelf to know how he 
is.” She did ſo, and returned home 
weeping at the inſenſibility of her Lord, 
There is nothing more to add, Sir, but 
that my miſtreſs will be uneaſy at my 
long ſtay, therefore I muſt be gone“ — 
Then, courtſey ing, ſhe left the houſe. 

« Now Horatio,” ſaid he, © all you 
have to do is to remain ſilent, and then 
you will be well in a few days.“ 

I prefſed his hand in token of my gra- 
titude, and remained ſilent. 

« I have three rivals, cried I, men- 
'tally—* Henrique will be duped—OQta- 
vio 1s a mere nothing—but Belmour, my 
friend Belmour, loves her likewiſe—yet 
friendſhip will ſecure him.” 

Thus I made myſelf eaſy, and in a few 
days I was perfectly recovered. Viola 
had 
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had been there every day; and ſhe was 
informed of my recovery. as ſoon as I 
could leave the bed-chamber.' 

. Belvidera viſited me that very evening. 
J intreated her to conſent to be mine 
that night What could ſhe do ?—She did 
not refuſe—Belmqur joined us; and 
George, 'Viola, and my friend's fervant 
were the witneſſes. When Belmour per. 
formed the ceremony, I ſaw the conflicts 
of his ſoul, and could not forbear think- 
ing'of the Poet, who lays: 


e CHAP, 
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his « 
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dre 

| Hor. 

| THE PURSUIT. rique 
| will 

j Heloved——greatly loved her, uatec 

| His eyes, his look, his all betray'd it ; | 10 

| But ſtill the ſmother'd fondneſs burn'd within him conc 

When moſt it ſwell'd and labour'd for a vent— unea! 

| The ſcene of honour | "0p 
Drove the big paſſion back unto his heart! 

| ADDISON, whicl 

| | | f a 

| | 7 OST horſes were beſpoke, and me 

| the next morning we ſet out for Italy, Lavin 

| leaving Belmour behind to ſee how the ad | 

| diſappointment was received; and with ven 

an order from my Belvidera to receive of the 

the fortune that was left her by her aunt, ES 

and to remit it to us. We ſoon received _ 

Cas 


the money, and a letter Belmour in- 
formed us in it, that Henrique received by ſtr 
his 
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bis diſappointment with a very bad grace 
—that he had vow'd vengeance, and had 
ſet out in purſuit of us to England, with 
an intention to fulfill his vow. This let- 
ter fill'd my Belvidera with the utmoſt 
dread, © Ah,” exclaimed ſhe, © my dear 
Horatio, I know the diſpoſition of Hen- 
rique ſo well, that I am certain he never 
will give over until his revenge is ſa- 
tated !”* 9 

I endeavoured to laugh her out of this 
conceit, but ſhe continued reſtleſs and 
uneaſy, We heard nothing from our 
friend for a year; at the expiration of 
which, Lady Arundel was brought to bed 
a daughter, who was baptized by the 
name of Belvidera, after my wife, and 
Lavinia, after my mother. My deareſt 
ad but juſt got up from her lying-in 
when a letter arrived from Belmour; part 
of the contents were as follows : 

* I have followed Don Henrique 
throughout the whole of his travels that 
he has been in ſearch of you ; he gained 
by ſtratagem the intelligence of your 
C 2 place 


24 ORLANDO AND LAVINIA, 


place of reſidence, by means of applica. 14 1 
tion to your banker to know where your I land 
money was remitted. They informed hin I Bel 
you were at Rome; and accordingly he I Ade 
prepared to follow. You muſt, therefore, I four 
leave Italy as quick as poſſible ; but I I furn 
ſhall continue to purſue the route Hen. Lad 
rique takes—fo you need be under no bp pom 
prehenſion of a ſurpriſe.” V 

As ſoon as we had read the letter of I mon 
this generous friend, we left Italy, and I vas 
took up our reſidence in the South of ¶ Duc 
France. A happy ceſſation now took 
place until my child was two years old— 
then a letter arrived expreſs with only 
theſe words— 


„Fly the enemy is nearer you than 
you can poſſibly imagine—let England be 
the place of your flight, where 1 think 
you vill be fafe. | 


« Yours, 


” 


«K ALFRED BELMOUN. 


That 


Ducheſs of B 
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That very evening we ſet out for Eng- 
land, —* Thank Heaven!” exclaimed my 
Relvidera, as we entered the hotel in the 
Adelphi, “ the poor exiles have at laſt 
found a reſting place.” I took a ready- 
furniſhed houſe in St. James's-{quare, and 
Lady Arundel entered into life with that 
pomp ſuitable to her rank. 

We were as happy as poſlible for fix 
months; when one evening my Belvidera 
was engaged to go to the play with the 
and a large party 
they called for her at the uſual time—TI 
had a flight indiſpoſition, and, therefore 
did not accompany her, but remained at 
home, and ſent for my little Belvidera 
down to amuſe me. I opened the parlour 
door and ſaw a chair ſet down 1n the hall 
—the door was opened, and my friend 
Belmour, bleeding and almoſt lifeleſs, was. 
allſted out by the chairmen. I was al- 
moſt frantic, and knew not what I did. 
Belmour was laid upon a couch, and the 
houſekeeper adminiſtered a cordial that 
revived him a little. | 

C 3 8 Horatio, 


26 ORLANDO AND LAVINIA. 


Horatio, ſaid he in a feeble tone, 
« I die for you—1, therefore, die happy! 
Henrique is in London—He was this 
evening going to the theatre followed 
—He muſt have gained the intelligence 
that I traced his foot-ſteps, for as he en- 
tered Henrietta-ſtreet, he turned ſhort 
round. I was juſt behind—* Villain, 
faid he, “ I know you have followed me 
even from the firſt moment that I lelt 
Spain; take, therefore, a juſt reward for 
being a ſpy upon the attions of a Spa 
niard.“ I would have defended mylelt, 
but he * 

The talking had exhauſted him—he 
could ſay no more—prefſing my hand 
faintly, he groan'd, and expired. I raved 
like a maniac. A loud knock interrupted 
me—a minute after the parlour door 
opened, and my Belvidera entered; Lord 
Melfront attended her. © Horatio,” ex- 
claimed ſhe, regardleſs of Lord Meltront, 
* I have been frightened to death 
Henrique was at the play, I.“ At that 


inſtant ſhe beheld the bloody and inani- 
mate 
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mate corps of Belmour. The ſight was 


too - much—ſhe ſhriek'd, and fainted. 


Lord Melfront ſtay'd till the recovered; 
and then obſerving ſomething particular 
had happened, he bade us good night, 
and, after receiving our united thanks for 
the care he had taken of Lady Arundel, 
he retired. . 

I informed Belvidera of all the circum- 
ſtances. © Alas! thou dear difintereſted 
friend,” exclaimed ſhe, weeping over the 
corps, “ thou haſt paid an expenſive tri- 
bute to friendſhip.“ 

Our little girl now entered the room, 
for ſhe had ran out of it as foon as Bel- 
mour entered covered with blood. 
Dear mamma,” ſaid ſhe, © how glad 
Jam to ſee you come home again Do 
you know there has been a poor gentle. 
man here all over blood—Ha!” conti- 
nued ſhe, ſtarting, © there he is yet !'— 
Then, as if ſhe had gained more courage, 
ſhe approached him—* Oh! mamma,” 


laid ſhe, © what a pretty gentleman he is 


hat fine hair he has—do you remem- 
C 4 ber 
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ber, mamma, the other day you ſaid to 
nurſe, I love lo fee my little Bell's fine 
locks, and I am fure,” twiſting her little 
fingers in his hair, which had fallen looſe, 
* this gentleman's, who is aſleep, has 
finer locks than your Bell.” 

Fortunately my ſteward was in. town 
that evening, and I left the care of hav. 
ing my friend interred to. him. Our 
wardrobes were packed up—the. travel. 
ling carriage was ready, and that very 
night we ſet ou for Southampton. 

Four months had now elapſed; when 
one night I and. Lady Arundel went to a 
ball given by the Earl of F s; when 
we came to the door another carriage had 
drawn up, and the , ſervants in miſtake 
had inform'd us it was ours. I wiſhed 
Belvidera to return to the ball-room; 
but our carriage being the next, ſhe pre- 
ferred waiting till the other drew off. 1 
was very buſy in giving directions, and 
hurrying off the carriage, when I was 
alarmed by the report of a piſtol. On 
turning haſtily round—Great God! what 

| a fight 


tr 


th 
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a ſight !—my beloved Belvidera welter- 
ing in her blood! and, without uttering 
one word, had reſigned her ſoul to the 
hands of her maker!” 

Here Lord Arundel was ſo agitated by 
the recollection, that he could not pro- 
ceed. Lady Davenport, therefore, in- 
treated that he would poſtpone the re- 
mainder of his narrative till the next day. 
He acquieſced, and the ladies retired to 
their different chambers weeping. 


CHAP 
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THE NARRATIVE CONTINUED. 


With what unequal tempers we are form'd ! 
One day the ſoul ſupine with eaſe and fulneſs 
Revels ſecure, and fondly tells herſelf 

The hour of evil can return no more 

The next, the ſpirits pall'd and ſick of riot, 
Turn all to diſcord, and we hate our beings— 
Curſe the paſt joy, and think it folly all. 


And bitterneſs and anguiſh—Oh, laſt night! 
ROWE. 


Torr family being ſeated the 
next day as before, Lord Arundel conti- 
tinued. 

« To deſcribe my agonies is. beyond 
the power of ſpeech. 1 left the mangled 
form of my beloved Belvedira to the care 


of my friends, who crouded in numbers 
about 
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about her, while I, like a lion that has 


loſt its young, roved in purſuit of him 
who had undone me. I ſearched the 
town throughout for him ; but he was no 


where to be found. At length I came to 


the houſe which had been the lodging of 
Henrique inſiſted on ſearching it, and 


found the valet. of the monſter ill in bed; | 


I ſwore I would murder. him that mo- 


ment, unleſs he would inſtantly inform 


me where his maſter was concealed. He 
informed-me that poſt-horſes were ready 
for him at every place he ſhould have oc- 
caſion to ſtop at, and that he was gone to 
Italy; his place of reſidence was Naples. 
The man was to follow. him as ſoon as he 
was recovered. I had an eſtate in Hamp- 
ſhire; I ſent therefore for my Steward, 
and in the dead of the night had this man 
conveyed there. Reſiſtance was vain; I 
gave orders for. him to have proper atten- 
dance, as he was ill, and to keep him 
cloſe priſoner. until ſuch time they heard: 
from me to releale him. The next day I 
had the remains of my Belvidera interred. 

My 
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My God! when I thought of the paſt 
night, how was my ſoul filled with hor- 
ror !/—I took my child in the chaiſe with 
me, and left her with her mother's picture 
round her neck at a much eſteemed 
ſchool at Wincheſter ; and as I imagined 
I ſhould not be abſent above a twelve- 
month I preſented the governeſs with 
only a ſmall trifle. 

I purſued my journey upon the wings 
of vengeance ; and reached Naples almoſt 
as ſoon as Henrique. I took lodging 
near him, and was always upon the watch ; 
I likewiſe hired a veſſel at a very high 
price, ready for me to leave the Conti- 
nent as ſoon as my revenge was ſatiated; 
or e if I ſhould fall (for I determined to 
challenge him fairly, and not to take any 
mean or unmanly advantage) I gave 
ſtrict orders to my valet to have me con- 
veyed to England, that I might be buricd 
near my Belvidera. 

At length the hour of vengeance drew 
nigh ; I watched him out, followed, and 


in Spaniſh deſired him to turn and defend 
himſell. 
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himſelf. He obeyed; we fought, and 
he received his death from my hands. I 
then left my man to follow me, and em- 
barked on board the veſſel I had kept in 
readineſs. We ſet ſail inſtantly, and the 
winds blew in our favour for ſome courſe 
of time, when on a ſudden they changed, 
drove us back, and we were expoled to 
all the horrors of a tempeſt. The thun- 
der rolled, and the terrible flaſhes of 
lightning diſmayed even the ſailors ; hor- 
ror and deſolation ſurrounded us; in the 
bitterneſs of my heart I exclaimed againſt 
Heaven, and thought a curſe purſued. me 
every where; I threw myſelf on my face 
upon the deck, and gave myſelf up with 


a reſigned deſpondency to whatever might 


be my fate. 


The tempeſt on a ſudden ceaſed, and 


by degrees a perfect calm ſucceeded; but 
the Captain himſelf knew not where he 
was. A ſailor was ordered to mount the 
maſt to ſeek for land ; he informed us he 
could ſee none ; but there was, at a ſmall 
diſtance, a ſhip making towards us. This 

intelli- 
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intelligence revived our drooping ſpirits, per 
and we uſed our teleſcopes to ſee its ap- Bel 
proach; but good Heaven! what horror in! 
to find, when they came up to us, they nih 
were a ſet of pirates who were upon the ] 
cruiſe, Reſiſtance was in vain; we were men 
obliged to ſurrender, and were taken on the 
board their ſhip, carried to Conſtanti- ye 

arti 


nople, and fold as common ſlaves at the 
public market. 

It was my fate to be purchaſed by one 
of the grand Eunuchs, for the Seraglio be- 
longing to the Sultan, to be employed in 
the garden belonging to the Seraglio. 

Naturally fond of gardening, I bore my 
fate with reſignation. My work was not 

laborious, and I —— my Pince with 
credit. | 
1 The windows of the Seraglio looked 
into the garden, and I obſerved that, 
whenever 1 worked near them, a lady of 
exquiſite beauty came to them and gazed 
on me with peculiar attention. be 
It 18 not women alone that are coquettes 
—men in their hearts have as great a pro- 
penſity 
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penſity to be admired as the female ſex. 
Beſides, there is a degree of inconſtancy 
in the mind of man that no power can an- 
nihilate; it is an in-born charatteriſtic, 


J once heard a lady ſay, ** Can we uſe 


men, by way of repriſal, too ill ?=It is 
they who have taught us fraud, and the 
dexterity of turning upon them their own 
artillery. 

« From them we learnt to give feigned 
and flattering hopes, to breathe pretended 
ſighs, to deſpiſe what we have conquered, 
and yet to aim at conquering what we de- 
ſpiſe. 

« Truth is never to be ſpoken to them, 
they think ſo omnipotently of themſelves; 
and, Heaven! what a while it is before 


you reach their heart—in ſhort, they 


have ſet us a pattern. But woman, with 
a quick comprehenſion, has proved ſo ex- 
cellent an imitator, as to refine upon the 
invention; and now we may pretend even 
to out-do them, with all their artifice.“ 

* What, my friends, will you think 
ome,” continued Lord Arundel, © when 


I ſay, 


— 
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I ſay, that in contemplating the exquiſite 
beauties of this lovely Sultana, I ſorgot 
every. other tie — Child, flavery, all— 
every thing was eradicated ;—and this 


fair, unknown, was the monopolizer of 


all my thoughts. 

e She was forever at the window—we 
gazed upon each other—and our ſigns 
were all we could expreſs. One morning, 
when ſhe came not to the window, I ſtood 
as a ſtatue gazing upon it the whole day; 
at length, towards the evening, it opened 
and ſhe appeared—her looks were ſad 
and mournſul, and her dreſs ſingularly 
pompous ; ſhe was cloathed in a habit of 
white filver ſtuff, fo richly embroidered 
with diamonds, rubies, and emeralds, 


artfully caſt in ſhades, that it was ſcarcely 


poſſible to diſtinguiſh what was the 
ground. Her beautiful fair hair ſhone in 
great abundance, ornamented with a dia- 
mond coronet and carnation feathers. 

I ſtared with aſtoniſhment. She ap- 
peared of a ſuperior order of beings, who 
deſcended only to enrapture the fenſes of 

mortals. 
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mortals. She threw down a piece of pa- 
per, and inſtantly diſappeared. I picked 
up the paper, opened it, and to my great 
ſurpriſe, read theſe words: 

« Moverttto me meſchino me Sidmo mo/ti 
Shediti rovinãti. 

This billet embarraſſed me—I could 
think of no misfortune that could occa- 
ſion theſe exclamations. 

I fell into a reverie, and aroſe when it 
was almoſt duſk, by one tapping me on 
the ſhoulder. My heart palpitated—I 
feared being dragged into a dungeon— 
trembling, I turned, and ſaw only an Old 


Woman. © Put this robe on,” ſaid ſhe 


in bad Italian, “ and follow me. It 
was the night-dreſs of a woman, I heſi- 
tated—I remembered the words of the 
Sultana's billet, and imagined it was ſome 
ſtratagem to lead me to deſtruttion. 

t Don't take time to conſider,” ſaid the 
woman, „ recolleR the contents of Alte- 
mira's note; follow me, or loſe her for- 
ever.” 


Thoſe words operated upon my ſenſes 
Vol. III. 7 D , : as 
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as a charm. I threw on the robe—the 
woman put on my head-dreſs—and I fol- 
lowed her ſteps. We deſcended a flight 
of ſtairs, and croſſed long galleries lined 
with Eunuchs, and illuminated by large 
wax tapers. 

At length we entered the room where 
the lovely Altemira was ſeated, penſive 
and alone. She nodded her head to the 
woman, who retired through a door oppo- 
ſite to that by which we entered. 

« It may not be amiſs,” ſaid Altemira, 
addreſſing me in Italian, © to inform you 
of the reaſon of my throwing you that in- 
coherent note.“ I bowed, and ſhe con- 
tinued. © Yeſterday Zelodie, who was 
the favourite Sultana, offended the Sul- 


tan, and ſhe was baniſhed his preſence. 


The Grand Eunuch received orders to 
have all the women ready the next day in 


the large room, that he might ſelect one 


for the favourite. How different my 
heart felt to the reſt of the females—each 
was eager to ſelett the moſt elegant orna- 
ments, and to outvie the others; while I 

ſaw 


di 
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ſaw every thing paſs unregarded, nor 
even attempted to chuſe a dreſs. Sadit 
the eunuch, at length, perceived my in- 
difference. 

« Altemira, my child,” ſaid he, © from 
« whence ariſes this diſguſtful careleſſneſs? 
« Each heart pants with the hope of being 
« choſen, each eye ſparkles conſcious of 
« its charms, while you, cold, ſpiritleſs, 
indifferent, gaze with a vacant eye up- 
„on all, nor once attempt to improve 
« your charms for the attainment of your 
« prize.” 

I faintly ſmiled, ſhook my head, and 
my fearful eye evinced the agony of my 
heart. 

« am ill,“ I faintly articulated, « and 


therefore hope to be excuſed from at- 


* tending the Sultan, with the other 
« ladies.” 

The eunuch regarded me with a ſeruti- 
nizing eye, and ſhook his head. 

« The Sultan muſt ſee you,” ſaid Sa- 
dit, « You have let your companions ſe- 
left the moſt ſuperb dreſſes, and ſcarcely 
D 2 an 
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any thing of conſequence is left, If you 
have no ambition I cannot help it. This 
is the beſt dreſs that remains, and for its 
ſimplicity overlooked by the others—take 
it Fatima',' giving it to my woman * and 
dreſs your lady quickly, that ſhe may be 
ready to attend the Sultan with the reſt.” 

My heart ſunk within me—I ſuffered 
myſelf to be dreſſed without once looking 
in the glaſs. I recoiled from the inter- 
view and wept the nearer it approached. 
The time arrived—we were all arranged 
the Sultan entered] had never ſeen 
him, nor did I wiſh to ſee him.—I avert- 
ed my diſguſted eye, and turned my face 
away—he walked round—gazed on all— 
but took particular notice of me—my heart 
died within, 

« Who is this abaſhed fair one,” ſaid 
the Sultan to Sadit in the Arabian lan- 
guage, (which he knew few of his ſlaves 
underſtood, but I comprehended a little 
of it) c who turns her eyes from me, and 


ſeems to wiſh 1'd paſs her ?” 
. 9 4 « Tt 
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It is the natural melancholy of her 
diſpoſition,” replied Sadit. 

« You are ſure it is nothing more,” 
ſaid the Sultan. 

The eunuch replied, “ it was not.“ 
The handkerchief was then thrown to me; 
and, ſurrounded with the envious glances 
of the other females, I was proclaimed 
the intended favourite. Ir ſtruck a chill. 
ing blow to my ſfoul—my eyes became 
overſhadowed with darkneſs—the current 
of my blood ſtood ſtill—and for ſome 
time I remained without ſenſe or motion, 
the pale companion of the dead. 

When I recovered I found myſelf up- 
on a couch in my own apartment, ſur. 
rounded with a number of ladies. I aroſe 
—returned them my thanks for the atten- 
tion they had paid me. and expreſſed a 
wiſh tu be alone. They departed—no 
one remained but Fatima, my old woman: 
in the deſpondency of my ſoul I wrote 
you that billet—came to the window 
ſaw you—threw it down, and then retired, 

« I have thought of ſomething to re- 

D 3 lieve 
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lieve you,” ſaid the old woman, © ſpeak 
ſpeak, my dear Fatima,” ſaid I, « and I 
will.“ 

« Firſt promiſe me your diamond bou- 
quette,” interrupted ſhe, “ and I will de- 
light you with a ſcheme you could never 
have thought of.” 

Avarice was her foible, and therefore 


I promiſed her what ſhe requeſted, and 


ſhe informed me of the ſcheme of intro. 
ducing you in diſguiſe. I was delighted 
at the idea, and readily gave her what ſhe 
wanted. * Your illneſs and faintneſs,” 
continued ſhe, “ will excuſe you from 
being introduced to the chamber of the 
Sultan to-night. I will therefore go and 
inform Sadit that your indiſpoſition con- 
tinues; and wiil then return for a dreſs to 
diſguiſe the ſtranger in.” 

She ſoon returned and contin: no «1 


told Sadit, and he informed the Sultan, - 


who is ſo much enamoured of you that 
he defired the eunuch to requeſt you 
would regard nothing but your health, 


and that he would wait with patience un- 
til 
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til ſuch time you thought proper yourſelf 
to attend his chamber.” 

_ « You know the reſt,” ſaid Altemira, 

« Fatima found you and brought you to 

her who adores you.” 

I fell at her feet to expreſs my thanks. 

« You will return my confidence,” ſaid 
ſhe, “ won't you, by telling me who 
you are.” I informed her I was an 
Engliſhman, that I had been in Italy, and, 
returning by ſea to my own country, we 
we had been taken by pirates and fold as 
ſlaves.” 

She called her woman, © Fatima,” ſaid 
ſhe, preſenting her with a large quantity 
of jewels, take thoſe—go to a jeweller's, 
ſell them for as much as you can get, and 
return with the money.“ 

She did as ſhe was ordered, and return- 
ed an abundance of ſmall gold coin which 
they called Seraphs. Fatima gave them 
to her miſtreſs and retired. 

“Take this,” ſaid Altemira, giving me 
the money, * and to-morrow pretend you 
wrote to your friends for Grecian money to 
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procure your liberty. When you have 
got your diſcharge hire a veſſel and leave 
the reſt to me; but be ſure you are expe. 
ditious in all your movements, when you 
have completed all, pretend you have 
loft ſomething of conſequence in the gar- 
den of the ſeraglio; they will permit you 
to ſearch for it, which will be the ſignal 
for me," 
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CHAPTER XLVII. 


The Eſcape. 


Oh happy ſtate when ſouls each other draw, 

When Love is Liberty and Nature Law ; 

All then is full poſſeſſing and poſſeſs'd, 

No craving void left aching in the breaſt. 
Porz. 


J Remained with her the whole night, 
which was ſpent in love and extacy, 
and in the morning the old woman con- 
| Cufted me back a different way to that 
by which I had come. 
I did as my fair one commanded me— 
I procured my liberty—and had I been as 
ſome ungenerous young men I ſhould 
have gone from Conſtantinople and left 
the credulous Altemira to her fate ; but 
I loved her for loving me; beſides grati- 
| tude was ever alive in my boſom. I 
therefore determined to take her to Eng- 


land, and make her honourably mine. 
I hired 
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I hired a ſhip to take us to Italy, from 
whence we were to procced to London 
by land; but ah! cruel fate, which for 
ever purſued me, ordained it otherwiſe, 
and I was obliged to bow ſubmiſſively to 
the rod that ſcourged me. 

I pretended [ had left ſomething in the 
garden of the ſeraglio, and was permitted 
to ſeek it without any perſon to attend me. 
Altemira ſaw me from the window ; ſhe 
was in the dreſs of her woman; ſhe kiſſed 
her hand and diſappeared as though to 
come down to me. Alas, the never came. 
I ſtaid a conſiderable time and was very 
much ſurpriſed to ſee a dozen of the Sul- 
tan's ſoldiers approach. I would have 
retreated, but it was impoſſible; I was 
chained with ſtrong irons and led to a 
dungeon. Oh heaven, what a place! it 
was built near the fide of the fea, the re- 
peated waſhing of the waves had made it 
a damp ruinous cavern, a {mall loaf and 


a pitcher of water was my daily allowance, 
and ſo diſguſted was I with my being, that 
bad not ſomething intervened I ſhould 
have 
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have been prompted to extricate myſelf 
by committing ſuicide. Three days had 
elapſed when the door of my dungeon 
was opened, I looked up and beheld Fa- 
tima. 

« My Lord,” ſaid ſhe, © I at the riſque 
of my life have come to viſit you; but I 
bring you this caſket from Altemira. I 
promiſed her I would deliver it to you, 
and therefore I have obeyed her dying 
commands.“ 

« Dying, ” reiterated I with horror, 


« Altemira dying!” Every fibre of my 


heart already wrung with the moſt excru- 
ciating miſery; but now my frail heart 
received a complete annihilation, and I 
ſunk on the cold ſtones without ſenſe or 
motion, 

In a ſhort time I recovered by the aſſiſt- 
ance of Fatima, 

“My Lord,” ſaid ſhe, „JI have no time 
to loſe if you are intereſted in the fate of 
Altemira, liſten ; for I entered this place 
by ſtratagem, the time is almoſt elapſed 
and I mult be gone.” 
= I aſſured 


| 
| 
| 
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I aſfured her I was all attention, and ſhe 
commenced, | 

« Altemira,” ſaid ſhe, “ prepared to 
Join you in the garden ; ſhe had paſſed one 
of the galleries and entered the other, 
when ſheperceived Sadit. An univerſal 
trepidation took poſſeſſion of her ; Sadit 
perceived it, came up to her, and with 
the authority of a grand eunuch threw up 
her veil. — | 

« Ha,” exclaimed he, © the favourite 
Sultana going to the garden in that dil- 
guiſe muſt have ſome meaning, then turn- 
ing to his ſlaves, © Go,” ſaid he, “ and 
ſearch the garden, and if any body is 
there that ſhould not be, have him con- 
fined.” 

Altemira, as ſhe afterwards told me, 
heard no more; ſhe ſunk lifeleſs to the 
ground, and when ſhe recovered, found 
herſelf upon a couch in the preſence of 
the Sultan, 

& So, madam,” ſaid he, regarding her 
with a ſtern countenance, you wiſhed to 

have 


* 
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have eloped from thoſe arms, and to have 
gone off with a baſe chriſtian.” 

Altemira was filent—-ſhe regarded him 
with inattention—her mind, no doubt, 
was forming the horrid plot the afterwards 
put in execution, and the Sultan was ir- 
ritated by her filence. 

« The ſun is down,” ſaid he, © it ſhall 
riſe no more till I have enjoyed thoſe 
charms; take her this moment to my 
chamber, and as ſoon as ſhe is in bed let 
me know.” So ſaying he left the room, 
reſiſtance was vain. She walked to the 
chamber and requeſted Sadit to per- 
mit her own woman alone to undreſs 
her this was allowed all left the 
room, but numerous centinels ſtood at 
each door. 

“ ſhall eſcape the fools yet,” ſaid ſhe 
as ſhe was undreſſing. I did not com- 
prehend the meaning of the expreſſion, 


and therefore made no reply. 


« And do they think,” ſaid ſhe, with 
a convulſive laugh, © that thoſe arms will 


receive any man after Horatio.” 


She 
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She again pauſed. “ Pray, madam,” ſaid 
I, © how did they difcover you?“ 

She informedme of the particulars. When 
ſhe had ſtripped part of the jewels from 
off her gown, together with thofe ſhe had 
in her pocket, „Take theſe,” ſaid ſhe, 
« put them in a caſket and be ſure you 
give them the maſter of my affetions; 
and tell him I bequeath them as a laſt 
gift.” 

I promiſed I would obey her—ſhe ten- 
derly embraced me, and jumped into bed. 
In an inſtant, ſhe exclaimed, “ you may 
tell the Sultan to enter. Father of Mer- 
cy receive my ſoul. —It is paſt.”— 

I knew not what all this meant, and 
therefore ſtood aſtoniſhed. I was rouſed 
by Sadit opening the door to enquire if 
Altemira was in bed. I replied in the 
affirmative ; he therefore went to inform 
the Sultan, and I retired into a dark corner 
of the room to ſee what all the tranſactions 
of Altemira meant. | 

In aſhort time the Sultan entered ; one 


of the ill-fated victim's hands lay out of 
the 


Wa 
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the bed; he took it and preſledit to his lips, 
it was icy cold he ſtarted and let it fall. 
Recovering himſelf and opening the bed to 
enter it, Great Heaven ! what a ſight pre- 
ſented itſelf! the bed was lined with blood 
and the dagger with which ſhe had ſtabbed 
herſelf yet remained in her heart. —The 
Sultan ſhrieked and fainted—the ſhriek 
alarmed the cunuchs, and in a moment 
the room was lined. I made my eſcape 
in the confuſion and have fulfilled the or- 
ders of the ſacrificed ALTEMIRA.” 

Here Fatima ceaſed and left my dun- 
geon rather abruptly. 

« It is impoſſible,” continued Lord 
Arundel, “to paint the ſtate of my chaotic 
brain; for ſome time I ceaſed to remem- 
ber paſt or preſent woes, but at length 1 
awoke to ſenſe and miſery. Dear mur- 
dered Altemira! many a tear have I paid 
to thy remembrance! 

I was ſtill young and perceived no ſigns 
of being releaſed, I determined to en- 
deavour to releaſe myſelf. One day the 
waves heat with violence againſt the wall 
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of my cell to ſuch a degree that it bore away 
great part of the old bricks. The mean: 
now preſented itſelf to me. Perceiving 
a ſmall glimpſe of light through the ſhat. 
tered part I eaſily removed the bricks fo 
as to make a ſufficient avenue to admit 
me through. Nothing now preſented it- 
ſelf to be me but rocks of ſand and a 
world of water. I walked along the beach 
with the greateſt caution for fear it would 
give way, and at length after a tedious 
purſuit came to a place which was covered 


with pebbles. I found a - fiſhing boat | 
faſtened to a pole direQly oppoſite toa | 
hut, on entering of which no ſoul was to | 
be ſeen. A large jug of milk however . 
was on a table, of which I made free to 

drink, and left the hut to ſee how I was 8 
ſituated. On the right-hand was a diſtant 2 
proſpect of a city I needed to look for no- 
thing more my heart trembled for fear - 


I was in Conftantinople—I therefore de- 
termined to eſcape while it was in my 
power, I took the jug with the remain- 


der of the milk and put it in the boat— 
left 
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left ſome ſeraphs upon the table to pay 
for what I had done, and committed my- 
ſelf to the mercy of the waves. The 
wind blew high and drove me on with 
great rapidity day and night. I was on 
this vaſt ocean in a ſmall boat without any 
victuals—for my milk was ſoon exhauſted, 
The ſecond day arrived, I could ſee no 
land—a ſtorm was commencing, and my 
foul was carried to the higheſt pitch of 
deſpondency. 

« Oh heaven,“ exclaimed I, *“ thou 
haſt deſerted me! why then ſhould I wiſh 
for life! to die 1s eaſy, I will live no 
longer!“ with theſe words I plunged into 
the ſea. 

I awoke as from a lethargy and found 
myſelf upon a coaſt of the ſea where the 
waves I ſuppoſe had thrown me. I aroſe 
to ſee where I was, and after a variety of 
ſufferings by ſea and land, came tothe cave 
where you found me (bowing to Lady 
Georgina): in it was the cheſt of the 
ivory, chains, &c. My caſket, which I 
had all the time in my boſom, I depoſited 
Vol. III. E in 
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in the cheſt, as I imagined the place an 
uninhabited iſland and not the outſkirts of 
Bengal. 

My food was the pomegranates and a 
kind of a root which I found in the taſte 
ſomething like bread. I was peaceable, 
and when retroſpettion did not intrude, 
contented; but thoſe kind ladies diſco- 
vered the retreat, and like guardian angels 
brought me to. the world, to happineſs 
and to my Belvidera.”” Here Lord Arun. 
del embraced our heroine, and ceaſed his 
narrative. 


CHAP 
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A B all. 


«« Reſt here my gentle father, nor again 
Expoſe your wearied age, and waſted ſpirits, 
To ſcenes of ſuch dread influence, to ſhake 
Each fibre of a heart that felt like your's. 


I pray you reſt with me.” HaYLEY: 

89 ſaid Lady Belvidera ſmiling. «I 

will , my beloved child,” replied Lord 

Arundel, claſping her fondly to his boſom, 

« My dear Sir,” ſaid Lady Georgina, 

* you ought upon this happy occahon to 
give a ball.“ 

«I will with pleaſure,” anfwered his 
Lordſhip, “if Lady Davenport will per- 
mit it to be in her houſe.” 

Lady Davenport conſented, and cards 
were diſpatched for all the neighbouring 
gentry, a card was likewiſe ſent to Ella, 
The ball was to be on the enſuing Friday. 
The ladies were delighted at the idea; and 


aving ſeveral days interval, preparations 


vere made for the occaſion. 
E 2 | * 1 wiſn,“ 
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« J wiſh,” ſaid Lady Georgina, as they 
fat at ſupper, & we could contrive to act 
a play, I ſhould like it above all things on 
earth; would not you, my dear Belvidera?” 

Indeed I ſhould,” replied our heroine, 


« You know, my dear Georgina,” ſaid 
Lady Davenport, “ I am happy to pleaſe 
you in every thing; and therefore if you 
can find any ſuitable place to perform, 
you have my free conſent.” 

« Thank you, my ſweet Angelina,” 
anſwered Lady Georgina, kiſſing her 
ſiſter's hand rapturouſly, *I have a place 
in view, which will anſwer the purpoſe 
delightfully,” 

« Where is it?“ interrogated our he- 
roine, 3 

« Why,” replied Lady Georgina,” you 
know the door of the ſaloon goes into the 
drawing room, and behind it on the other 
fide is our two dreſſing rooms; now I would 
have the partition that divides the draw- 
ing room from the ſaloon taken down, — 
(don't look, my dear ſiſter, it will be as 


good as ever when it is put up again).“ 
Lady 
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Lady Davenport ſmiled, and Lady Geor- 
gina continued her plan of arrangement. 
« Then you know the drawing room can 
be the place to hold the company in, 
the ſaloon is to be the ſtage, and the 
two dreſſing rooms will be of infinite 
uſe to us.“ 

Lady Georgina received great applauſe 
for her contrivance, and it was ſettled as 
ſhe had fixed. 

« What play do you intend to ſelect?“ 
interrogated Lady Davenport. 

* leave that entirely to my two friends 
here, anſwered Lady Georgina. 

« I have no choice,” replied Lady Eu- 
phemia, “ and therefore Lady Belvidera 
muſt chuſe.”” 

« Suppoſe then we have one of the ir- 
reſiſtible Mrs. Cowley's pieces,” ſaid our 
heroine. 

«Which of them,” aſked Lady Georgina. 

* The School for Grey Beards is very 
pleaſing,” replied Belvidera; accordingly 
that piece was choſen, and the characters 
arranged in the following manner. 

E 3 Don 


- 

i. 
| 
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Don Alexis, Lord Arundel. 


Don Garper, Lord Davenport. 
Don Octavio, Sir Harry Le Blond. 
Don Henry, The Marquis of Caci 


narvon. 

Don Sebaſtian, Mr. Charles Powys. 
DonnaSeraphinia, Lady Georgina. 
Donna Antonia, Lady Belvidera. 
Donna Clara, Lady Davenport. 
Donna Viola, Mrs. Powis, 
Rachael, 7 
Cartola, 

Thus all being ſettled it was to be per- 
formed as ſoon as every thing could be 


completed. 
The ball night arrived, and our he- 


roine appeared with all the elegance of 
native perfect lovelineſs! her beautiful 
countenance fluſhed now with happineſs 
and content. The delighted father and en: 
raptured lover gazed on her with extacy 
— her dreſs was a ſtraw colour crape 


Miſs Stanhope, 


jacket and train, a crape petticoat of royal 


purple; the whole trimmed with jeſſamin 


in foil and pearl fringe. Over the petti- 


at 
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coat was a filver net fall which was loop- 
ed up in a drapery by diamond roſes— 
a helmet cap with a profuſion of feathers, 
and a great quantity of diamonds, which 
her father had preſented her with, 

This dreſs was the moſt admired for its 
elegance and taſte, and Mr. Powis's was 
noticed for its beautiful ſimplicity. She 
wore a white crape gown and coat, trim- 
med with a pale pink ribbon, ſpotted with 
filver and a ſaſh of the ſame, a ſmall 
white chip hat, turned up at the front 
with three feathers and a ſingle pearl pin. 

The aſſembly was large and brilliant, 
Lord Edward Wilmott, a young noble. 
man, who was on a viſit at the houſe of 
a Sir Francis Durham, a gentleman who 
lived in the neighbourhood of Lord Da- 
venport, was at firſt fight of Lady Belvi- 
dera enamoured. He begged the favour 
of her going down a dance with him; as 
they changed partners every dance, ſhe 
conſented with a grace peculiar to herſelf. 
Lord Wilmott was every moment more 
in love, and before the ball concluded he 


E 4 begged 
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begged the favour of being permitted to 
enquire after her health the next morn. 
ing. She acquieſced and he was delight. 
ed with her condeſcenſion. Our heroine 
perceiving the Marquis regarding her 
with great attention went up to him. 

« Dear Theodore,” ſaid ſhe, “ why that 
Penſoroſo look ? for heaven's ſake don't 
let the whim take you like the ball night 
at Bath.“ 

He bluſhed at this reproach, but caught 
her hand and preſſed it to his lips. Lord 
Edward ſaw this he ſhuddered and ſighed, 

The next morning the family were all 
fitting in the muſic-room when the ſer- 
vant entered and informed Lady Belvi- 
dera that Lord Edward Wilmott had ſent 
up his name, 

« Shew him up to my dreſſing- room.“ 
replied ſhe. 

The family ſtared—the Marquis ſtarted 
from his chair, and was upon the point of 
exclaiming—even Lord Arnndel was ſur- 
priſed—our heroine ſmiled upon all— 


kiſſed 
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kiſſed her hand, and left the room to re- 
ceive her viſitor. 

« Whip that Belvidera,”” ſaid Lady 
Georgina, “ ſhe monopolizes all the beaux; 
] put Lord Edward Wilmott down to my 
account; but that faſcinating face of her's 
will prevent me getting a beau as long as 
we are together.“ 

Lady Euphemia declared more by an 
expreſſive ſign. The Marquis traverſed 
the room with haſty ſtrides; Lady Eu- 
phemia aroſe, touched the keys of the 
harpiichord—the notes were diſcordant 
—ſhe left them and fat down. Lady Da- 
venport was knitting and did not take her 
eyes from her work. On a ſudden Lady 
Georgina burſted out a laughing, which 
made them all ſtare to know the reaſon; 
but ſhe had none to give. 

When our heroine received Lord Wil- 
mott he expreſſed his gratitude in the 
warmeſt terms for her condeſcenſion. 
Her anſwers were, like herſelf, eaſy, po- 


lite, and elegant. 
Lord 
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Lord Wilmott made his declaration, 


which was the purport of his viſt. 


« Laſt night, my Lord, was the firſt 
time I believe that you knew there was 
ſuch a perſon as Belvidera Arundel,” ſaid 
our heroine. Lord Wilmott bowed and 
replied, that it was the firſt time he had 
the happineſs, 

« That's the cauſe, my Lord, that you 


are unacquainted with my engagement to 


the Marquis of Caernarvon; but I am 
equally obliged to your lordſhip for the 
good opinion you entertained of me, and 


the honour you offer; but as it is out 


of my power to accept it, I ſhall always 
be happy with the friendſhip of Lord Ed- 
ward Wilmott. 

« I accept your proffered kindneſs,” 
replied he, kiſſing her hand with delight, 


* and fince the Marquis 1s the happy 


man, may he enjoy the felicity which vir- 
tuous principles ever confer,” 

Lady Belvidera returned him her 
thanks, and led the way to the mulic 


room. 
« Permit 


ic 
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« Permit me to preſent to Lady Da- 
yenport, my friend Lord Edward Wil- 
mott?” ſaid our heroine. Lady Daven- 
port aroſe to receive him. 


 } 1a.) always be happy to fee any 
friends of Lady ! zelvidera's,“ ſaid her 
lay i, This general invitation was 


re:dily accepted by Lord Wilmott. 
Sir Harry and Lord Davenport who 
had been out riding, now joined the par- 


ty, and the converſation became general, 


Belvidera drew a chair near her father's 
and in a whiſper informed him of what 
had paſſed. Lord Arundel applauded 
the manner in which ſhe had conducted 
herſelf. In the evening they were to re- 
hearſe the play, and Lord Wilmott re- 
ceived an invitation to ſtay dinner and 
ſpend the evening. He accepted it much 
to the chagrin of the Marquis. The la- 
dies now retired to dreſs, and the gentle- 
men to the garden. 

** Theodore,“ ſaid our heroine as ſhe 
was leaving the room, I have a few words 
to ſay to you if you will attend me in my 
dreſſing- 
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dreſſing- room. The Marquis followed 
her. 
« J wiſh to heaven,” ſaid ſhe, throw. 
in herſelf upon a couch when they en- 
tered the room, © that I could diveſt you 
of that horrid jealouſy that has taken ſo 
deep a root in your temper.” 

« Diveſt,”” reiterated he indignantly ; 
« you ſtudy to augment it! what man 
could bear to ſee the woman who is 
ſhortly to be his wife, giving private au- 
dience to another; but perhaps you make 
my happineſs a ſacrifice to your pride, 
and like a ſovereign you would wiſh to 
have a levec.” This laſt part was ſpoken 
with ſo much ſneering contempt that ſhe 


could not help thinking it was a hint on 
her new-acquired rank, She burſted in- 


to tears and was leaving the room through 
the door that led to the ſaloon. 

« Stop, Madam,” cried he, catching 
her at the ſame time by the arm with the 
utmoſt violence, «ſtop, and hear me ſwear 
never more to“ 


He needed not to add any more. Bel- 
videra 


— © 
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videra had hardly caught the ſound of 
his words before ſhe ſunk lifeleſs in his 
arms. The moment he perceived her 
ſenſes return, his anger ceaſed. He laid 
her upon a couch, and in the moſt wild 
and extravagant manner called upon her 
to live for him. He claſped her hand 
with the utmoſt madneſs, and bathed her 
face with Hungary water which he found 
on the toilet. Belvidera revived—wild 
with extacy he exclaimed, * Pardon, oh 
pardon me, and believe I repent of my 


folly.” 
Lady Belvidera aroſe, ſhe caſt on him 


a look of indignation and went to ring 
the bell for her woman. She ſtopped 
her hand before ſhe could accomplifh it, 
and kneeling again intreated forgiveneſs. 

« Leave me, Sir,“ ſaid ſhe with a 
haughty tone, and a contemptuous look. 
He aroſe—folded his arms—bowed in a 
melancholy and deſpondent manner and 
approached the door. Belvidera threw 
herſelf upon a chair—reſted her arm up- 
on the toilet and leaned her cheek upon 


p her 


— — _ — — — — — 


/ 


66 


her hand. The Marquis returned, and 
again preſſed her hand. 
« Before I leave you for ever,“ ſaid he, 
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(his words rendered almoſt inarticulate by 


his inward agitation) “let me once 


more intreat you to forgive my fooliſh 
_ jealouſy ; but if you knew how much I 


adore you'”—(Belvidera wept) © ha,” ex- 
claimed he, interrupting himſelf, “you 


weep ! oh! if I darcd but hope thoſe tears 


aſſured me of my pardon.” 

« They do,” anſwered Lady Belvidera, 
ſobbing. © I forgive you, and here is my 
hand to convince you of it.“ 

« Do TI live do I breathe!” exclaim- 
ed the enraptured Marquis, kiſſing her 
hand with ardour. My whole life ſhall 
be ſpent in returns for this goodneſs.” A 
kiſs now completely ſealed the reconci- 
liation, and Lady Belvidera informed 
him of what had paſſed between her and 
Lord Wilmott; after which the Marquis 
retired to dreſs, and our heroine rang for 
her woman to aſſiſt her in doing the ſame. 


CH 4. 
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CHAP. ADM 
The Rehearſal. 


« But let me die, all raillery apart, 
Our ſex are ſtill forgiven in their heart; 
And did not wicked cuſtom ſo contrive, 


We'd be the beſt good-natur'd things alive.“ 
Poys. 


O ſaid Lady Georgina, as ſhe entered 
the room, and our heroine juſt as 
ſhe had finiſhed dreſſing. 

Lady Belvidera bluſhed, « I could tell 
tales if I pleaſed,” continued the volatile 
Lady Georgina. Lady Belvidera gave 
her an expreſlive look, and diſmiſſed her 
woman. 

« Not all the looks in the world ſhall 
prevent my rallying,” ſaid ſhe laughing. 

* Forbear, you mad-cap,” anſwered 
our heroine. 

« I will not,” replied her Ladyſhip ; 
and then, my dear girl, how delightful 


you two will appear to-night : you as the 
ſoft 
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ſoft Antonia, and he as the charming 
Henry.” 

« And you,” ſaid Lady Belvidew! 
« will be in your element; for your cha- 
racter is as wild as yourſelf.” 

« Thank heaven for it, and believe me 
when I make my entre with your father,! 
will give him a good pull in, that I pro- 
miſe you.” 

Here the two Ladies laughed, and the 
dinner-bell ringing, they joined the fa- 

mily in the parlour. | 

The deſert was juſt put on the table 
when Mr. and Mrs. Powis were announc- 
ed, and the ladies knowing Ella was fond 
of ice, intreated her to fit down at the 
table. 

« Do you know your part?” interro- 
gated Lady Georgina. 

« Parfaitement bien,” replied Mrs Pois. 

« And Charles,” ſaid Lady Georgina, 

« La meme,” ſaid ſhe. 

« Well then,” returned her Ladyſhip, 


« as we are all ſo perfect I think we had 
better 


b 


ol 


ng 
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better have an entertainment, and then 
our performance will be complete.“ 

No objections being made, Who is the 
Dupe, was the farce that was fixed on. 


Doiley, Lord Arundel. 
Granger, The Marquis. 
Sandford, Lord Davenport. 
Gradus, Ella. 

Elizabeth, Lady Belvidera. 
Charlotte, Lady Georgina. 


The evening arrived, and they went 
through the. rehearſal exceſſively well. 
A few ſele& friends were all that were 


| preſent, The grand night was fixed and 


cards of invitation were given. 
The next morning as they ſat at break. 
faſt our heroine received a letter from 


Lady Cecilia, the contents of which ran 
thus: 


To * Belvidera Arundel. 


London, 
* You ſee, my dear girl, by the date 


Vol. III. F of 


70 ORLANDO AND LAVINIA, 


of this, we old faſhioned people are ſtill in 
town; and indeed we ſhall not leave it at all, 
as the parliament has detained us ſo long, 

I; haye a hundred things to tel] you, 

But firſt, let me congratulate you upon 
finding your father. Monimia deſires 1 
will likewiſe tell you that ſhe gives you 
Joy upon the occaſion, and ſo does our 
two cara ſpoſas. Ha,“ exclaim you, 
« are you matrried??” Yes, indeed, my 
dear girl, I put on the yoke laſt Wed- 
neſday fortnight. It was five days before 
I received your laſt letter. The Sunday 
after my marriage I begged Montague to 
driye me in his phaeton to Kenſington 
Gardens; he complied, and when ve 
were tired of walking we left the gar- 
dens, and as it was exceſſively hot, we 


croſſed to a ſmall confectioner's ſhop 


to have ſome ice cream. I had juſt 
taken the ſecond glaſs when, who ſhould 
enter but BEVERLEY, dreſſed in all 
the elegance of en militaire. Monta- 
gue abſolutely ſtarted from his ſeat; I 
ant his arm, and gave him a ſuppli- 

cCating 
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71 
cating look. He n = and 
reſeated himſelf. 

« T think while I live I never ſhall for- 
get the nonchalande of Beverley; beaſked 
for rafberry ice, and ſtood with his back 
againſt the counter, eating it with the ut- 
moſt ſang froid, regarding us all the time 
as though he had never ſeen us before. 
We ſoon left the ſhop, and I obſerved my 
Henry whiſper to one of the domeſtics 
that attended us. We returned to the 
phaeton, and Montague as we drove on 
ſeemed in high ſpirits, I did not care to 
damp them, and we ſpent the evening 
with Monimia, who I privately informed 
of the rencounter we had in the after- 
noon. The next morning Auguſtus and 
Monimia called upon me and aſked me to 
accompany them to the Shakeſpeare's 
Gallery. I had no objection; and, as it 
was a very fine morning we watked, tak- 
Ing with us only one of my ſervants, 


Montague ſaid he had letters to write, 


and therefore did not go with us. We 
vere not long there before Auguſtus re- 
F 2 collected 
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collected he had an engagement at that 
time that had entirely ſlipped his memo. 
Ty, and after apologizing he left us. Mo. 


nimia ſeemed to have been in the ſecret, 


for ſhe ſaid nothing on her huſband's 
leaving us. When our curioſity was ſa- 
tisfied we left Pall-Mall, and as we paſſed 
a jeweller's, a very elegant pair of ear. 
rings and a necklace attracted my notice; 
I went in to purchaſe them, and had juſt 
paid for them, when that eternal goſſip 
Mrs. LI - d entered. © Dear! bleſs me, 
Lady Montague,“ ſaid ſhe, how happy 
am I to ſee you out; I thought you was 
in fits at home. Monimia took the 
alarm. 

Lady Montague is not ſubje to fits,” 
replied ſhe, with great coolneſs, and 
with a peculiar emphaſis, to give Mrs. L. 
the hint ; but ſhe would not take it. | 

Dear me, I know Lady Montague is 
not ſubject to fits, continued this loqua- 


cious woman; © but preſent circumſtances 


would have juſtified her having them.” 
* know of no circumſtances that would 
| | have 
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have occaſioned them,” replied Monimia 
peeviſhly, at the ſame time catching my 
arm to go. | 

« Not know, my dear Counteſs,” cried 
the malicious woman, * that Lord Mon- 
tague is now fighting a duel in Hyde- 
Park with colonel Beverley, who is juſt 
arrived from Gibraltar, where he has 
been theſe three years, and that the Earl 
your huſband is his brother-in-law's ſe- 
cond.” 

This was a death ſtroke -I fainted— 
and had not the gentleman of the ſhop 
extended his arms to ſave me, I ſhould 
have fallen to the ground. They con- 
veyed me into a back parlour, belonging 
to the jeweller; and as Monimia afterwards 
told me, I remained inſenſible twenty mi- 
nutes. They had ſent for a hackney chair 
while I was ill; and when I revived, they 
gave me ſome hartſhorn and water to 
drink, After which they led me into the 
chair, and I was carried home, Moni- 
mia followed attended by the ſervant. 

When I entered the drawing-room 

F 3 imagine, 
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imagine, if poſſible, my joy to find Henry 
and Auguſtus there well and unhurt. J 
ſkreamed with pleaſure, and throwing my 
arms round my Montague's neek wept 
upon his boſom. Monimia now entered 
the: room and informed them of what had 
occurred. Both exclaimed againſt Mrs. 
L. who I find left the hop as foon as I 
fainted, leaving her compliments for me 
when I recovered. 

Henry and the colonel had met Mon- 
tagye—challenged him they both fired 
twice Beverley received a wound in his 
Teft arm; but, thank heaven, my Henry 
received no hurt. The next day I beſpoke 
a diamond bandeau of the jeweller to re- 
Pay: him for- the polite attention he had 
 Thewn me entre nous. 

Laſt. night I was at the Haymarket 
theatre, where I ſaw Beverley, with his 
arm in a black crape fling. | 

Do you know, Belvidera I am quite 
aſhamed of you all in the country. Hea- 


ven! what a ſet of Goths to have a ball 


= = EE 
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in ſummer. Adieu, dear girl; remember 
me in particular toall friends, and believe 
me, 


Your ſincere and affectionate 


CECILIA MONTAGUE. 


F4 CHAP, 
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CHAP. L. 


The Adventure. 


»- 


— — live ina cottage far retir'd 
Among the winding of a woody vale, 
By ſolitude and deep ſurrounding ſhades 
— —= — — — — conceald. 
| | TH0M0N, 


— Lady Belvidera had finiſhed 

reading her letter ſhe informed 
the family of Lady Cecilia's marriage 
with Lord Montague, and likewiſe told 
them that her Ladyſhip defired her com- 
pliments to them all. 

The morning before the day on which 
the play was to be performed the Marquis, 
Lady Georgina, and our heroine took a 
ride on horſeback. The morning being 
very fine, they gave looſe to the reins 


and rode without conſidering where they 


went. They came to a lane where no 
horſe could paſs but with great difficulty, 
it being no thoroughfare ; on their arriv- 


ing 
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ing at the end they were obliged to re- 
turn. But firſt, ſaid Lady Georgina, 
Do, pray, let us explore this place.“ 
The horſes were given to the care of the 
ſervant that attended them, and they 
walked down a ſmall avenue where only 
one could get along a-breaſt. When 
they came to the bottom a beautiful canal 
preſented itſelf; to croſs which was a 
bridge made after the Chineſe faſhion, and 
at a diſtance appeared a white houſe with 
pleaſure-gardens, and a beautiful, but 
{mall temple. 

« Oh, I am enraptured,” exclaimed 
Lady Georgina, © with thoſe romantic 
beauties. Come, let's go up to the houſe, 
for depend on it, ſome heroine reſides 
there.“ | 

They croſſed the bridge and entered 
the gardens. A beautiful little girl came 
running out of the temple; ſhe was about 
three years of age, with elegant blue 
eyes and pale flaxen hair. 

« Dear Ladies,” ſaid ſhe, © how glad I 
am to ſee you, for indeed poor mamma 
and 
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and I am ſo loneſome, that I often beg her 
to leave this houſe and go to places whers 
other people live; for no body ever came 
to ſee mamma, and is it not ma' am, con- 
tinued the little prattler, addreſſing our 
heroine, © very diſmal to live alone? 

« What youthful vivacity,” cried the 
Marquis; “ ſhe has the true ſpirit of a 
woman in her.” 


2 — 8 —© 6 Fee 


« What is your name, my ſweet little e 

girl,“ aſked Lady Georgina. f 

« Henrietta, ma'am,” replied ſhe cur- 1 

t ſying. d; 

« What an angelic. girl!“ ſaid Belvi- 

dera. Will you, my love,“ continued Cc 

ſhe, addreſſing the little Henrietta, “ lead he 

me to your mamma. I long to ſee the hap- In 

| py woman who poſſeſſes ſuch a child.“ in 
; « ] will, ma'am,” replied the little one, he 
| taking her hand and leading her towards an 
the houſe. Vic 
i A ſervant opened the door. What, it) 


! have you got company, Miſs Henny * 
| ſaid the domeſtic. | 
| Mes,“ replied ſhe, where is mamma? 
N The 
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The ſervant anſwered, in her dreffing- 
room. © Do you ſit down there,” ſaid 
ſhe, opening the door of an elegant par- 
our, and addrefling herſelf to the Mar- 
quis and Lady Georgina; “ and I will 
bring mamma down to you ; but this Lady 
muſt go up with me, for I do love her 
already.” 

The Marquis and Lady Georgina ſeat- 
ed themſelves, and Belvidera, after kiſs- 
ing the delightful little girl, followed her 
up ſtairs. She opened. the door of a 
dreſſing-room and faid as ſhe entered, 
« Here, mamma, I made this ſweet Lady 
come up to fee you.“ The lady was at 
her toilet, but ſhe turned with an engaging 
imile to receive her viſitor. On perceiv- 
ing our heroine, ſhe exclaimed, « Oh 
heaven, it is the injured Miſs Spencer,“ 
and covered her face with her hands. Bel- 
videra had feen fuffictent of her to know 
it was Lady LUMLEY, 

« Dear ma' am, ſaid our heroine, ad- 
vancing towards her, © Let the paſt be. 
forgotten, This little angel introduc to 
mes. 
You 
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me to you as a ſtranger; let us be ſo then 
to animoſity and henceforward regard me 
as your friend.” 

« And can you with ſuch goodneſs for- 
give the injuries I have done you?” in- 
terrogated Lady Lumley. 

« Moſt aſſuredly I do,” anſwered Bel. 
videra; “and I beg you will think no 
more of it. I have been fortunate enough 
to find a father, and Lady Belvidera 
Arundel entirely forgives all wrongs Miſs 
Spencer received.“ 

Lady Lumley after expreſſing her gra- 
titude informed our heroine that imme- 
diately upon her leaving Drayton Abbey 
ſhe retired to that houſe which was her 
own—that ſhe was delivered of her dar- 
ling daughter, nor had ſhe ever ſtirred 
from the place, or ſeen any perſon ſince 


except her domeſtics, They now joined 


the Marquis and Lady Georgina in the 
parlourf. Lady Belvidera introduced La- 
dy Lamley to them as a friend of her's. 
Her Ladyſhip inſiſted on their taking a 


« of chocolate, and the little Henrietta 
was 
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was quite delighted with her new friends. 
Belvidera informed Lady Lumley ſhe was 
at Davenport Caſtle, and told her about 
the play they were going to perform, at 
the ſame time preſenting a ticket, and 
intreating the favour of her company. 

« Ah, do, dear mamma,” ſaid Henrietta, 
ego, for I never ſaw any thing you 
know, and I dearly love new things.“ 

« But don't you know, my love,” ſaid 
Lady Lumley, “ little girls are not taken 
into company, and therefore if I go you 
. 

« That's very cruel, indeed,“ an- 
ſwered Henrietta, “ that I muſt not go. 
I thought as I always walked out with you 
when you went, I might ſee this handſome 
ſight likewiſe. I am ſure,” continued ſhe, 
taking the hand of our heroine, « this 
good-natured lady will plead *for poor 
Henrietta, won't you, ma'am?” looking 
up to Lady Belvidera, with the moſt ſup- 
plicating expreſſion upon her innocent 
countenance, Belvidera preſſed her to 
her boſom and kiſſed her a hundred times. 
« You 
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Lou muſt ſpare me this enchanting 
girl,” ſaid our heroine to Lady Lumley, 
« ſhe muſt go home with us; you will 
oblige me I know by your company to. 
morrow night. After our performance is 
ended it will be too late for you to re- 
rurn home—you muſt therefore remain at 
the caſtle, and when you return we will 
reſign you your little cherub:” 

Lady Lumley gave her conſent, and 
the delighted Henrietta in a thouſand ways 
teſtified her joy. 

I do love you,” ſaid ſhe, taking the 
hand of the Marquis, “for begging 


mamma, as well as the ladies, to let me 


go with you.” The Marquis almoſt ſmo- 
thered her with kiſſes. 

« You will, I hope, excuſe her, my 
Lord,” ſaid Lady Lumley, “ ſhe is the 
Child of Nature, and ſpeaks her ſenti- 
ments without artifice; but you ſhould 
remember, Henrietta, not to be rude,” 

“Rude, mamma,” reiterated ſhe, © I 
only told the gentleman I loved him; 1 


thought 
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thought it was not rude to confeſs my 
affection for thoſe I love.” 

« Go, my love, and fetch your hat and 
tippet,” ſaid Lady Belvidera. Henrietta 
obeyed with pleaſure, and ſoon returned ; 
they then took leave of Lady Lumley and 
departed. When they returned home, 
they informed the family of the morning 
adventure. © T hope you will pardon the 
liberty I took in offering a bed to Lady 
Lumley,” ſaid Belvidera to Lady Daven- 
port, 

% No apology is neceſſary, my dear 
girl,” replied her ladyſhip, “ any friend 
of your's is welcome to any thing that 1s 
mine.” 

Henrietta now came in for her ſhare of 


admiration ; every one of them was de- 
Mhghted with her. Well,” ſaid Lady 


Euphemia, « depend on it, my dear girls, 


as long as we remain in Wales, you ſhall 
never go out again without me; for 
whenever you do, you are ſure to meet 
with ſome adventure.” 


Str Harry Le Blond was the perſon 
that 
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mat moſt attracted the fancy of Henrietta. 

She was delighted with his ſilk coat and 0 
diamond buckles, and her artleſs pleaſing t 
manner equally attracted the beau. q 

When Belvidera retired to dreſs, Hen- 0 

rietta accompanied her. On the toilet 8 

laid a wreath of pink and green flowers by 

in foil, which Belvidera had taken out of 0 

a cap in the morning. The child was 5 

| quite delighted with them, and Belvidera ® 
| to pleaſe her put them on her head in a | 
| _ twiſt with her flaxen lock over, and tied = 
| them behind with a pink ribbon. This G1 
really heightened her infantine charms, bin 

and ſhe was ſo delighted that our heroine = 
permitted her to keep them on. bs 


In the evening they had a rehearſal; ' 
but no perſons were preſent except Hen- 7 
rietta; ſhe ſet the whole evening paying Wi 
the greateſt attention, and between the 
| acts, when they took lemonade, cakes, 
| &c. ſhe expreſſed her raptures in the 
moſt expreſſive manner. 

« Do you not think,” ſaid ſhe at ſup- 


per, © that when that lady,” pointing to 
Mrs. 


« 0 
k 


anc 


Pri 
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Mrs. Powis, was dreſſed in mens' clothes, 
trimmed with ſtones and ſuch as the 
flowers are made of in my head (meaning 
the time when Ella aQted the part of Gra- 
dus) don't you think ſhe looked exceſ- 
fively like that gentleman ?” pointing to 
Sir Harry. The idea was capital; none 
of them liked to anſwer her, and Lady 
Georgina was very near laughing aloud. 
“ Why don't you tell me if you think 1 
was right?” ſaid ſhe to Lady Belvidera. 

« Huſh, huſh, my love,” whiſpered 
our heroine. Henrietta obeyed and was 
hlent. As Lady Belvidera was undreſ- 
ling ſhe began to fing a part of her own 
characteriſtic ſong. Henrietta liſtened 
to her with the greateſt attention, and 
when ſhe had ended begged her to ſing it 
over again. Our heroine complied. 
When ſhe had finiſhed, Henrietta began, 
* Sweet Roſy Sleep, oh, do not fly ;*” 
and ſung the whole of it in ſo exquiſite 
a manner, for her age, that quite ſur- 
priſed Belvidera. 


Vol. III. G CHAE. 
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CHAPTER LI. 


The Performance, 


| Where is my life, my love 
Joy of my heart and pleaſure of my eyes, 
The wiſh, the care, the buſineſs of my youth, 
Oh, let me find her—ſnatch her to my breaſt— 
And tell her ſhe delays my bliſs too long, 


Till my ſoft foul ſickens with deſire ! 
Rowe. 


AD Belvidera was dreſſed and re- 

peating over her patt in the ſaloon, 
when the Marquis entered. “ I have 
been ſeeking you, my beloved,” ſaid he 
paſſionately kiſſing her hand, “ all over 
the houſe.” 

« And now you have found me,” an- 
ſwered ſhe, ſmiling, © is there any thing 
of importance to diſclole ?” 

« Yes, of the utmoſt importance.“ 

« Pray let us know what it is then,” ſaid 


ſhe, with a look of pretended aſtoniſhment, 
1 c« No, 
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„ No, ſtop, I had rather gueſs. Per- 
haps,” continued ſhe, “ you want my 
opinion of the dreſs you are going to put 
on to-night, though, by the bye, as you 
are the firſt principal that makes its entree 
you ſhould by rights be dreſſed already.” 

« Pſhaw, nonſenſe,” replied he, “ ſuch 
trifles as dreſs never enter my head.” 

« Oh then, I ſuppoſe you want to tell 
me that I don't become this pink powder, 
and you like me beſt in flaxen of Mare- 
challe.“ 

The Marquis was hurt at her levity, 
and an expreſſive look informed her ſo. 

« Belvidera,”” ſaid he, “ I am aſto- 
niſhed at your volatile diſpoſition ; it is 
what I did not conceive you capable of. 
Had I been talking to Lady Georgina, 
indeed, I could have expected nothing 
better; but from you.” — 

* I always thought you had ſome idea 
ok preaching,” interrupted ſhe, © and as 
you incline towards the pulpit, do pray 
improve your talent.” Then looking in 
his face with a ſmile of the utmoſt inno- 
G 2 cence, 
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cence, * tell me, Theodore, which you 
think would look beſt, a mitre or a co- 
ronet.“ t 
Dear ſaucy charmer,” exclaimed he, 1 
catching her in his arms, and puniſhing F . 
her with a kiſs, tell me when you will be Þ . 
mine? the ſolution of this queſtion is what Þ 
I fought you for.” pc 
“Indeed I cannot think of it juſt I he 
now,” anſwered ſhe with a pretended ſe- Þ 
riouſneſs, *I ſhall appear in town vith I ge 
great eclat, you know, as Lady Belvidera 5% 
Arundel; about January when the novelty for 
of my appearance is ſomewhat abated, INF cei 
will become Marchioneſs of Caernavon, app 
which will cauſe a freſh buſtle.” Epi 
The Marquis was prevented from re- e eg 
plying by the entrance of Lady Geor- app 
gina with a book in her hand. vant 
« Well I ſhall certainly come off th nen 
night with more eclat than all of you, for |. 
—bleſs me what was 1 going to ſay— 
Oh, Lady Lumley is arrived and Hen 
rietta is as happy to ſee her as if ſhe had 


been abſent a long, long while.“ Te 
3 ladie 
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adies went down to the parlour and the 


Marquis quite vexed at the interruption, 
retired to dreſs. The family had finiſned 


tea when the company began to come. 


Lady Davenport, as miſtreſs of the houſe, 
was obliged to receive them and ſee they 
were well ſeated. About ſeven all the 
company was arrived. Lady Daven- 
port then retired to alter a ſmall part of 
her dreſs; and in abgut half an hour the 
curtain drew up, aud the Marquis ſpoke 
the Prologue, written by Lady Georgina 
for the occaſion. The play was per- 


formed in the utmoſt perfection and re- 


ceived by the audience with the greateſt 
applauſe. Lady Georgina ſpoke the 
Epilogue with her uſual vivacity and 
elegance; after which Lady Davenport 
appeared among her friends, and the ſer- 
vants attended with all ſorts of refreſh- 
ments. After the dreſſes were changed 
the farce commenced, which was per- 
formed equally well with the play, and 
all the company retired perfeAaly ſatisfied 
vith their evening's entertainment. Mr. 
G3 and 
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and Mrs, Powis and Lord Wilmot ſtop. 
ped to ſupper. His lordſhip ſeemed to 
have transferred his affections on Lady 
Euphemia, and his trivial aſſiduities were 
received with encouraging ſmiles and 
evident delight. Lady Lumley conti- 
nued there till next afternoon» when ſhe 
was eſcorted home by beſt part of the in. 
habitants of the caſtle. They called to 
know how Charles and Ella did as they 
returned, and was regaled with a delight. 
ful ſyllabub. 

September was now approaching, and 
Lady Davenport expreſſed a diſtant hint 
of returning to town. 

« We have behaved very uncourteous 
to Mrs. Ap. Griffiis,” ſaid her ladyſhip 
one morning, „we have received cards 
repeatedly, and have never accepted the 
invitation, Which of you three girls 
will pay her a viſit this afternoon in a 
friendly manner? « One will do for all.” 

Lady Euphemia had promiſed Lord 
Wilmot to take a ride with him in his 


phacton, and Lady Belvidera was giving 
the 


—_ - ew. at aw 
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the finiſhing ſtrokes to a beautiful piece of 
drawing which ſhe wiſhed to complete 
that evening; ſo they were both ſilent. 

« As neither of them will go,” ſaid 
Lady Georgina, © ] muſt ; but as I don't 
like to go alone, I ſhall ſend for Miſs 
Stanhope to accompany me.“ 

Accordingly ſhe ſent a card and rèceiv- 
ed the following reply. 

« Miſs Stanhope's compliments to La- 
dy Georgina Melfront and in compliance 
with her requeſt will do herſelf the plea- 
ſure of accompanying her to the par- 
lonage.” 


Auguſt 28, 17—. 


e I'll bet a ten pound note that neither 
of you ſpend ſo enchanting an evening 
as | ſhall,” ſaid Lady Georgina.“ Laura 
as myſelf has a talent for ſatire ; what en- 
Joyment therefore it will be to exerciſe 
our forte on Mrs. Ap Griffiths and her 
huſband. We only want Sir Harry to 
complete the jeſt,” 

G 4 The 
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The afterfioon'arrived and Miſs Stan- 
hope called for Lady Georgina. They 
ſallied forth together and arrived at the 
parſonage-houſe, where they found Mrs. 
Ap Griffiths'in her full dreſs. 

The parſon's wife being engaged to 
pay a viſit to Mrs. Maxwell, they agreed 
to accompany her. The lady received 
themwith great politeneſs. Lady Georgina 
and Miſs Stanhope ſeated themſelves to- 
gether and Mrs. Ap Griffiths took her 
ſtation at the card-table, where all the 
ladies were ſeated, though it was previous 
to the tea-table being introduced. 


CHAP. 
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CHAT. LS 


The Petticoat Route, 


——Lo! the board with cups and ſpoons is crown'd, 
The berries crackle, and the mill turns round, 
On ſhining altars of Japan they raiſe 
The filver lamp, the fiery ſpirits blaze ; 
From filver ſpouts the grateful liquors glide, 
While China's earth receives the ſmoking tide. 
At once they gratify their ſcent and taſte 
And frequent cups prolong the rich repaſt. 
Poys. 


HE continual buz of Whoſe pam ? 

how many do you buy, madam ? and 
you are loo, was echoed round the room. 
The tea equipage was now put upon the 
table, and the cards for a ſhort time laid 
aſide. The ladies devoured the biſcuits 
and bread and butter with as much vehe- 
mence as if they had been ſtarved for a 
week paſt. Repeated hor/e-laughs came 
from one of the tables which at once diſ- 


played the country clown's wife, and the 
citizen's 
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citizen's lady. Lady Georgina and Miſs 
Stanhope looked at each other and tit- 


tered. 
Shall we take portraits from the card 


tables?” interrogated her ladyſhip. 

« Aye, do my dear girl,” replied Laura, 
«* here is an ample field for you to exer- 
« ciſe in, commence je vous prie.“ 

There are three tables and a variety 
of curious countenances at each.“ 

Lady Georgina canvaſſed the whole 
company over, and having exhauſted her- 
ſelf with her deſcriptive portraits ſhe 
ceaſed, when Miſs Stanhope politely re- 
turned her thanks for the entertainment 
ſhe had afforded her, 

About ten o'clock there was a repeated 
echo of Mrs, Such-a-one's ſervant and 
Mrs. What-d'ye-call-em's ſervant. The 
cloaks were brought down and every one 
ſnatched their own—the repeated noiſe of 
« Good night” ſo dunned Miſs Stanhope 
and Lady Georgina, that they were happy 
when the chariot was announced for them 
to make their exit. 


CHAT 
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G HA P. LI. 


A Return to Town. 


« How grand how pregnant with delight and wonder 
Muſt be the change of ſcenes from earth to heaven.” 
HAvLEx - 


60 N O W don't you think it muſt be 

cqually delightful to leave theſe 
dreary mountains for the dear enchanting 
town,” ſaid Lady Georgina to our he- 
roine. 

« Pon my word you have quoted the 
charming Hayley for ſome purpoſe.” 

« But don't you think as I do, dear 
girl ?”? 

« Well, if I do?” 

« Why then I have the vleafung to in- 
form you, we returned to town the nine- 
teenth of this month.“ 

This converſation occurred in the dreſ- 
ſing- room of our heroine upon the tenth 


of September, 
The 
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The day arrived; the ladies had taken 
leave of their friends, who came to the 
caſtle for that purpoſe. Lady Belvidera 
promiſed to correſpond with Mrs. Powis 
and Lady Lumley, and gave them both a 
preſſing invitation to ſpend a few months 
with her in town in the winter. | 

The carriage being ready they left 
Wales, and Lord Wilmot accompanied 
them to town. Lord Arundel had ſent 
orders to His ſteward to prepare a houſe, 
and accordingly he had one ready two 
doors from Lady Davenport's. Belvi- 
dera was now miſtreſs of a houſe, and 
was honoured with the moſt reſpectable 
viſitants. She was preſented at court, 
and among the perſons that attracted her 
notice was Colonel Beveley. She turned 
pale and was happy to return home. The 
Counteſs of Louden was the perſon by 
whom ſhe was introduced ; her Ladyſhip 
did not obſerve Orlando, and was of 
courſe ſurpriſed at our heroine's impa- 
tience to leave the drawing-room, 


Pre- 
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Preparations were now made for the 
wedding. The equipage was beſpoke, &c. 
and every thing being forwarded our he- 
roine gave a maſked ball, at which were 
a great company of faſhion. Belvidera 
appeared in the ſimple character of a 
country girl: a brown ſatin jacket and 
coat trimmed with pink ribbon was her 
habit, her flaxen locks hung looſely round, 
a ſmall lace cap concealed part of it, over 
which was a little chip hat, ornamented 
with pink ribbons, white mittens turned 
up with pink and black, ſattin ſhoes 
bound with pink, and diamond buckles. 
She wore no maſk ; being miſtreſs of the 
houſe ſhe was obliged to receive her com- 
pany. Lady Davenport appeared as a 
nun; Lady Euphemia a haymaker; the 
Counteſs of Louden a Sultana; Lady 
Montague a Diana; and the mad-headed 
Lady Georgina forſook her' ſex and ap- 
peared en militaire; her dreſs conſiſted 
of a ſhort jacket, ſcarlet, white breeches 
and waiſtcoat, an elegant ſaſh, gorget, 
epaulette, &c. 

Lady 
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Lady Davenport would have perſuaded 
her ſiſter not to appear in ſo abſurd a 
charatter, but ſhe would not give up the 
point. Lord Davenport was a quaker; 
the Earl of Louden a ſultan; Lord 
Montague a jockey; Lord Arundel was 
a friar; Lord Wilmot a highlander; and 
the Marquis a warrior. He wore aviolet 
colour ſattin dreſs which had the appear- 
ance of a ſuit of armour, a helmet, a 
ſpear, ſhield, &c. 

Lady Belvidera opened the ball with 


gue took her place. In the courſe of the 
evening Belvidera went to the refreſh- 
ment room to take a glaſs of wine; as 
ſhe croſſed the room a maſk in the cha- 
racter of Apollo, dreſſed in the moſt 
ſumptuous habit, approached our heroine. 
« Thank heaven,” exclaimed the maſk, 
« for once more being permitted to ad- 
dreſs the 1dol of my ſoul! allow me to 
tell you how much I ſtil] doat upon you; 
how I have foſtered your image in my 
boſom with the moſt unparalleled con- 


the Marquis; after which Lady Monta- 


ſtancy ; , 
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ſtancy; forgive then the errors of my 
youth, remember the extatic hours we 
have paſſed in love. Let them be renew- 
ed and condeſcend to become the wife of 
a Beveley.” 

« The wife of Beveley!” reiterated ſhe 
with the utmoſt indignation. © Pre- 
ſumptuous wretch, how dare you to have 
the courage to enter my door? leave the 
houſe this inſtant or 

Stop,“ exclaimed he, interrupting her 
and catching her hand, which he detain- 
ed with the utmoſt violence. 

« Stop and hear me; will you or will 
you not have me? If you aim at rank I 
will purchaſe a peerage, and your ambi- 
tion ſhall be gratified ; but,” ——=our 
heroine interrupted him in her turn. 

« Will you or will you not have me! pos 
ſaid ſhe, with a contemptuous ſneer and a 
convulſive laugh, © ha, ha, ha, begone 
monſter, this moment or my domeſtic 
(hall turn you ignobly out.“ 

* The day is your's now,” ſaid Be- 
veley, « but the time may come when 1 
ſhall 
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ſhall triumph in turn; remember that I i 
tell you that you never ſhall be the Ma: ha 
quis of Carnaervon's wife.”” an 


Belvidera began to be alarmed—Or- _ 
lando held her ſtill—fear overcame her, | 1; 
and ſhe ſhrieked aloud. —The Marquis, an 
who had been jeeking her, was ſurpriſed fir 
at the outcry, and flew to the place, in 
« What wretch dare inſult you?“ ex- gol 
claimed the Marquis, catching the trem- by 
bling Belvidera in his arms; her head pon 
fell upon his boſom and ſhe fainted. The gra 
Marquis was like one diſtracted; he call- and 
ed to the ſervants who attended the com- 
pany with refreſhments, and by their 
aſſiſtance ſhe ſoon recovered. (Bevely 
had made his eſcape in the buſtle) and up- 
on looking round and ſceing Orlando was 
gone her ſpirits likewiſe revive, and ſhe 
returned to the ball-room with the Mar- 
quis, He inquired the cauſe of her agi- 
tation ; ſhe candidly informed him, but 
1 ſtill concealed the name of the colonel; 

The Marquis laughed at his threats and 


intreated to know his name; but Belvi- vo 
| dera 
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dera obſtinately refuſed to tell him. The 
ball concluded with an elegant ſupper, 
and the company retired about ſix in the 
morning. Lord Arundel complimented 
his daughter upon the taſte of her ee, 
and after embracing her tenderly they re- 
tired to their chamber. Our heroine find- 
ing herſelf rather indiſpoſed, inſtead of 
going to bed immediately, ſeated herſelf 
by her dreſſing- room fire, and ordered 
ſome coffee to be made, of which ſhe 
drank a little; after which ſhe undreſſed 

and retired to bed. | 


Vol. III. H | CHAP. 
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] 
EH A EF LIY, \ 
t 
The Fever. oP 
h 
O gentle ſleep ! 


Nature's ſoft nurſe ! how I have frighted thee, 


That thou no more wilt weigh my eye-lids down, th 
And ſteep my ſenſes in forgetfulneſs. m 
| SHAKESPEARE, in 

A 


AD Betvidera went to bed, but m7 

not to ſleep. Retroſpettion pre- dit 
ſented her with a thouſand horrors; the * 
words of Beveley hurted her beyond de- 
{cription. She trembled at his threat, 
the agitations of her mind were too vio- 
lent for her conftitution ; and when her 
woman came into the room the next 
morning to dreſs her, ſhe found her in 2 
high fever and rather delirious. The 
frightened domeſtic ran to the drawing- 
room and informed Lord Arundel of her 
miſtreſs's illneſs. The tender father with 
haſty ſteps viſited the chamber of his 


beloved child; he found her worſe than 
I he 
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he imagined. He thought when the ſer- 
yant firſt told him it might be owing to 
the over fatigue of the maſquerade ; but 
when he beheld her, and heard her raving, 
he was greatly terrified, A phyſician was 
immediately ſent for—ſhe raved about 
the Marquis, Colonel Beverley, and her 
marriage; but her exclamations were ſo 
incoherent and unintelligible that Lord 
Arundel could make nothing of them. 
The phyſician arrived, and declared the 
diſeaſe to be an hectic fever; but he aſ- 
ſured Lord Arundel there was no danger. 
He then preſcribed for her—made his 


.congee, and after the receipt of his fee 


made his exit. 

A few moments after the Marquis was 
announced; Lord Arundel received him 
in Lady Belvidera's drefling room, which 
was only divided by a flight partition 
from her bed-chamber. Lord Arundel 
was informing the Marquis of their mis- 
fortune, when they heard our heroine 
exclaim, * Why do they keep my Theo- 
dore from me?” In an inſtant the Mar- 
H 2 quis 
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quis was at her bed-fide, and kneeling ce- 
mented his lips on one of her burning 
hands. 

«I am glad you are come,” ſaid ſhe 
to the Marquis, as if ſhe was ſpeaking to 
ſome other perſon; © you will prevent 
their fighting, won't you ?—for, for” —— 
here her diſcourſe ran on ſo eccentric 
that they could not diſtinguiſh what ſhe 
ſaid. Her friends, upon hearing of her 
illneſs, all wiſhed to watch and attend 
her; but not one was permitted that 


none might take offence. No entreaty 


whatever could prevail upon the Marquis 
to leave her for longer than half an hour, 
night or day. Ten days, however, 
brought her diſeaſe to a criſis; after 
that period ſhe gradually recovered to the 
happineſs of her father and the Marquis. 


As ſoon as ſhe was capable of receiving 


viſits, her dreſfing- room was continually 
full, for ſhe did not venture into the 
drawing-room for a week after her reco- 
very. 

« Pear Belvidera,” ſaid Lady Geor- 
gina, 


ORLANDO AND LAVINIA. 101 


sina, © was it not very cruel of your old 
teſty papa to refuſe the offer I made to 
attend you when you was ill?“ 

« I am equally obliged to you for the 
kindneſs of your offer,” replied our 
heroine ; © but I am happy my dear father 
did not accept it; for ſhould you have 
caught the fever, think, my love, how 
poignant my feeling muſt have been upon 
the occaſion.” That moment her feelings 
were diſtreſſing, for ſhe recollected Lady 
Ophelia, and the tear that fell from her 
eye was the tribute due to her memory, 

The firſt thing that our heroine did up- 
on herrecovery was to write to her friends 
in Wales, Her letter to Ella ran thus; 


To Mrs, Pow1s. 


Grofuenor-Square, 

Your laſt letter, my dear girl, reproach- 

ed me for my long ſilence but when 

you are informed I have been very very 
you will no longer condemn me. 

I told you in my laſt that I had ſome 


H 3 idea 
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idea of giving a maſked ball——fatal ball 
for thy Belvidera. I choſe the inſignifi- 
cant charatter of a country girl; and 
(will you believe it?) your friend, who 
before could never bear the idea of going 
without powder, appeared that night with 
her hair unſullied—not even the leaſt tint 
of flaxen powder, which you know is 
very little better than none. 

I received a fright, which threw me 
into a fever, tho', thank heaven, as 1 
am perfectly recovered, I dont much 
think of the horrors which are the atten- 
dants of thoſe terrible maladies: Is it 
not ſurpriſing, my dear Ella, that we are 
no ſooner out of danger, tho? it be ever 
ſo great, than we forget it. I cannot, 
however, but admit that it is a bleſſing; 


for ſhould we be forever thinking of paſt | 


misfortunes we ſhould be wretches in— 


deed. Ofall things ſurely retroſpettion 


is the moſt dreadful imagination can ſuſ- 


tain, if we think of paſt ſufferings, we 
tremble at what we have borne and think 


we never could go through the like again; 
= 


if 
fe 
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if we think of paſt pleaſures our hearts 
feel a chaſm, and we ſigh that they're paſt. 

Would you believe, my dear girl, that 
I who ſo long poſtponed my marriage 
with the Marquis and put it off from 
time to time, now am impatient for its 
completion? I am fick of the diſſipation 
of the town, and long to return, to my 
ſweet Ella. As ſoon as I become 
Marchioneſs of Caernarvon, I ſhall viſit 
Wales, where I hope to ſpend the re- 
mainder of my days. If my Lord gets 
tired of the mountains and my company 
(which in all probability he will, for tho? 
ſingle men promiſe a deal, married men 
perform but little) we will take a trip to 
Paris; but never will I return to this ha- 
ted town. My dear father, upon my 
marriage, will reſide in the winter again 
with the ever kind Davenports; half the 
ſummer he is to ſpend with me, and the 
other half at a favourite ſeat he has in 
Bedfordſhire: the Marquis and I are to 
ſpend a month there before we return to 
Wales. Adieu, dear girl, until I have 
H 4 the 
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the pleaſure of aſſuring you perſonally, 
how much | 


I am your fincere friend, 


BELVIDERA ARUNDEL, 
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CHAF |= 


The Stratagem. 


Great God of Love that with thy cruel darts 

Doſt conquer greateſt conquerors on ground, 

Seteſt thy kingdom in the captive hearts 

Of kings and Cæſars to thy ſervice bound, 

What glory or what guardian haſt thou found 

In feeble ladies tyranning ſo ſore, 

And adding anguiſh to the bitter wound 

With which their lives thou launcedſt long afore 

By heaping ſtorms of troubles on them daily more, 
Sekxs ER. 


* HE time now approached to make 
our heroine a Marchioneſs ; four 
days previous to the day Lady Belvi- 
dera had ordered her chariot to be at 
the door by two o'clock; ſhe had pro- 
miſed the Counteſs of Louden to call 
upon her as they were going together 
to tumble over ſome millinery for the ap- 
proaching occaſion. Belvidera had de- 
ſcended the ſtairs and was croſſing the 
hall when ſhe ſaw a ticket porter, and 
3 heard 
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heard him enquire if Lady Belvidera was 
at home. The ſervant replied the car- 
riage was waiting and her ladyſhip was 
juſt going out. 

« I muſt ſee her,” ſaid the man, * for 
I have a meſſage to deliver of the utmoſt 
importance.” 

« What is your meſſage then, good 
man?“ ſaid ſhe, approaching. 

+ I beg pardon, my Lady,” ſaid he 
c but I had ſtrict orders to deliver the 
letter into your ladyſhip's own hands.” 
He then bowed and went away ; our he- 
roine went into the parlour to read her 
letter; of which the following were the 


contents, 


To the Right Hon. Lady Belvidera Arundel, 


Born with a ſoul ſuperior to the com- 
mon run of our ſex, you will with pity 
look down upon a fallen fiſter, and con- 


deſcend to adminiſter that aſſiſtance which 


your known clemency makes me ſolicit, 


and which methinks you will not refuſe. 


If 


ra 


pe1 
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If report ſpeaks truth, you have yourſelf 
been the child of affliction, and can there- 
fore ſympathize with her who was rocked 
in the cradle of affluence, and is by one 
falſe ſtep doomed to poverty and wretch- 
edneſs, and obliged to aſk a trifle of 
one who once ſhe was upon an equality 
with. It is impoſſible for me to come to 
receive the trifle your bounty might be- 
ſtow, nor could I receive it from the 
hands of a common meſſenger. Come, 
then, yourſelf and give it me; my pride 
likewiſe will receive a ſatisfaction from 
having your equipage at my door, which 
will cauſe me to be looked upon as my 
rank deſerves. My own name you muſt 
excuſe my ſigning ; but that by which you 
may enquire for me 1s 

MATILDA CONWAY. 
No. —, Pedlar's Acre. 


The letter appeared to our heroine to 
be wrote in the height of deſpondency ; 
there ſeemed a grandeur; or more pro- 


perly, a hauteur throughout the whole. 
Her 
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Her heart ever overflowing with philan. 
thropy made her intereſted in the fate of 
this Matilda. She called one of the ſer. 
vants and enquired where Pedlar's Acre 
was; he informed her it was the other 
fide of Weſtminſter-Bridge. “ Let the 
coachman drive me to No. there,” 
as ſhe entered the carriage ; © I ſhall go 
there before I go to Portland-Place ;” for 
they had already received orders to go to 
the Counteſs's. The footman fulfilled his 
orders, and then took his place behind the 
carriage. When the coach ſtopped at the 
door a livery ſervant opened it. She en- 
quired for Mrs. Conway and was ſhewn 
up to an elegant furniſhed drawing- room; 
the ſervant placed a chair by the fire, and 
informed her his miſtreſs would wait upon 
her immediately. Belvidera ſeated her- 
ſelf; © My God, thinks ſhe, nothing here 
beſpeaks poverty! what can her demand 
be? If it does not exceed a hundred 
pounds I have a ſufficiency about me to 
preſent her with—but—ſhe was rouſed 
from her ſoliloquy by the door opening, 


A — ws pw 
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and in walked— Beverley—followed 
by two men. Our heroine ſhreaked— 
Beverley laughed“ Do your buſineſs,” 
ſaid he to the men. They approached 
her—life was ſweet—and ſhe trembled for 
fear they had come to aſſaſſinate her. 
Sinking upon her knees, and with hands 
lifted up, ſhe thus addreſſed them. 

« Have pity on my youth, and forbear 
thy horrid intent; be generous and per- 
mit me to eſcape and I'Il make your for- 
tunes. My dear, my beloved father will 
not refuſe you whatever you ſhall demand 
—make your own terms—you are two 
men againſt one woman—releaſe me, the 
whole of my fortune is your's.” . 

Her youth, her beauty, and the offer 
of a reward ſtaggered them. They heſi- 
tated, when Beverley, fearing the defeat of 
his ſchemes, caught the bandage from 
one them and exclaimed, 

« Puſilanimous cowards! dare you he- 
fitate! do you then put faith in the pro- 
miſes of a girl that when you have re- 

| leaſed 
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AR ES — REG 1 


leaſed her, will reſign you over to juſtice 

and your reward will be a priſon.“ 

No, no, —cried Belvidera, ſhe was 
prevented ſaying more by Beverley's put- 

ting the bandage over her mouth which 

he had taken from the man. The two 
accomplices recovering their reſolution 

by what Beverley had ſaid, aſſiſted him and 

tied her hands down behind her, In the 
buſtle the gipſey hat ſhe wore fell off. 
Behold the portait—her beautiful hair 
hung diſhevelled down to the bottom of 
the white ſattin cloak—her noſe had re- 
ceived a blow in the reſiſtance ſhe made, 
and bled with violence and ſtained all 
her clothes as well as the carpet, and 
turned the delicate hue of her lilac ſattin 
petticoat. The gold muſlin gown ſhe had 
on was torn to atoms—exhauſted—wore 
out—and lifeleſs, ſhe was carried thro' 
a back door, put into a chaiſe and four 
with Beverley by the ſide of her, and the 
two men on horſeback; the chaiſe drove 
with the utmoſt rapidity, and took the 
dire& road to Dover. 
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The domeſtics of Lady Belvidera wait- 
ed until their patience was exhauſted. 

« My Lady pays a long viſit to-day,” 
faid one of them, I wonder who lives 
here; I am ſure there was no card ſent 
to this houſe the maſquerade night.” 

« They will not dine at the uſual hour 
to-day,” ſaid the coachman, taking out 
his watch, © for it is juſt on the ſtroke of 
fix, and that is the time they always have 


dinner on table.” 
« And then, my Lady ſaid ſhe was 


going into Poriland-place before ſhe re- 
turned home; I'm ſure ſhe can't do that 
to-day.” 

« It is ſomething very odd,” replied 
the coachman, © ſhe muſt ſurely not know 
it is ſo late. My Lord will be very un- 
eaſy; ſuppoſe we knock and aſk if the 
carriage 1s to return home.” 

« She may be angry,” ſaid the foot- 
man, * at that.” 

« There is nothing to be angry at,” 


anſwered the other. 
The 
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The footman knocked, but no ohe 
opened—he knocked again and again; 
but {till remained where he was. 

At that inſtant the Marquis and Lord 
Arundel drove to the door, 

« William,” ſaid Lord Arundel, & where 
is your Lady?” 

« She has been in this houſe, my Lord,” 
' replied the man, “ ſince half after two 
o' clock, and I have knocked ſeveral times 
to know if the carriage ſhould return 
home, but nobody opens the door.” 

The Marquis and Lord Arundel had 
been that morning to St. James's ; they 
returned home a little before fix and en- 
tered the dinner parlour, where every 
thing was ready. But Lady Belvidera 
was not there as uſual. © Tell your Lady 
dinner is ready,“ ſaid Lord Arundel to 
one of the men, thinking ſhe was up 
ſtairs. 

My Lady is not yet returned home,“ 
replied the domeſtic. The gentlemen 
were ſurpriſed, for Lady Belvidera never 


Exceeded five o'clock, when ſhe went out 
to 


—— 


ORLANDO AND LAVINIA, 113 


to pay morning viſits. At that moment 
the letter upon the table attrafted the 
Marquis's notice: it was the letter our 
heroine recceived in the morning, and 
had unthinkingly left it upon the table, 
The Marquis caught it up and read it. 

« Ah, my God,” exclaimed he, © there 
is ſome ſcheme in this, Let the carriage, 
my Lord, that brought us from St. James's 
be ordered inimediately to return, and 
we will likewiſe pay a viſit to this Dutcheſs 
Conway.“ | 

All this was perfeftly unintelligible to 
Lord Arundel; but the Marquis gave 
him the letter; and, after reading it, they 
both got into the carriage and drove to 
Pedlars's Acre. 

„What's to be done?” Said Lord 
Arundel to the Marquis, after William 
had told him that he had knocked re- 
peatedly without any one opening the 
door, 

The Marquis, without reply, gave a 
loud knock at the next houſe; a ſervant 
opened it, and the gentleman of the houſe 

VOI. III. I ſeeing 
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ſeeing through his parlour window the 
Marquis, who was ſo publickly known, 
came likewiſe out to the door. 

« Pray, Sir,“ ſaid the Marquis, ad- 
dreſſing the gentleman, “can you inform 
me who inhabits the next houſe pe. 

The gentleman replied, that a ſtran- 
ger had hired it ready furniſhed for the 
laſt fortnight, and that he was totally un- 
acquainted'who he was. The gentleman 
then politely aſked the Marquis and Lord 
Arundel to walk in, but they declined 
the invitation, 

« Pray, Sir,” ſaid the Wei * a 
pauſe, © have theſe houſes back doors?” 
The gentleman replied in the affirmative, 


« will you permit us to go through your's 


in order to enter the next houſe.” The re- 
queſt was complied with, and the Marquis 
and Lord Arundel entered the houſe in 
which our heroine had been trepanned. 
They ſearched the houſe and entered 
the room where Lady Belvidera had 
been; on one of the chairs lay her muff, 
which ſhe had put there upon her firſt 


coming 


—— 
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coming in. On the ground lay her hat, 


- ſoiled by the blood, and the floor was 


ſtrewed with pieces of her gown and frag- 
ments of the lace that trimmed it. What 
a ſight for a tender father and a doating 

lover! 
All poſſible ſearch was made after her, 
but without effect, the agitation of his 
mind and the fatigue of travelling threw 
the Marquis into a fever, and for ſome 
time his life was deſpaired of. Lord 
Arundel was almoſt in the ſame ſituation. 
They had paſſed Canterbury before Bel- 
videra recovered her ſenſes. Beverley 
did not ſpeak, and ſhe was too feeble 
and worn out to addreſs him, At ten 
o'clock they arrived at Dover and put up 
at the Sign of the City of Briſtol; a ſup- 
per was beſpoke, and got ready with the 
utmoſt expedition. Belvidera had not 
any thing to eat fince the morning; yet 
ſhe refuſed to touch the leaſt morſel of 
ſupper, She drank a glaſs of Mountain 
as ſhe found herſelffaint, warm and thirſty, 
I 3 When 
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When ſupper was over, Beverley thus ad. 


dreſſed her. 

« You have no alternative, my beloved 
girl” ſaid he; “ a clergy-man waits to 
Join us for eternity, and as ſoon as you 
ſhall think proper to ſpeak will attend us.“ 

Belvidera replied only by a convulſive 
laugh. 

« You imagine,” continued Beverley, 
« that I again mean to deceive you; but 
you miſtake. The cauſe of a ſham mar- 
riage before was this; I had heard by 
chance that Mrs. Bedford had taken yoy 
out of charity, and that you was not her 
niece, as you paſſed for. Benefattorels's 
are capricious ; and beſides I could not 
marry a woman whoſe birth might have 
been of the Plebeian race; but ſtill I 
doated on you, and could not live with- 
out you, Change of ſcene and abſence 
only augmented my love; all women after 
you were mere outree; they only convinced 
me at what a zenith of happineſs I had 
arrived when I poſſeſſed you. I cou'd 


not live without you, and for that reaſon 
now 
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now wait to make you honourably mine.“ 
Beverley here ſpoke the truth, 

« Make me yours?“ repeated Belvidera 
obliquely ; © co tempt annhilation ſhould” 
together overw..elm me before I'd be- 
come the wile of a murderer.” 

« Bravo,” ſaid Beverley,“ a complete 
ſpeech of a tragic heroine.” Then ring- 
ing the bell the clergyman entered, and 
Beverley's two domeſtics. 

« The Lady 1s ready, and you may pro- 
ceed,” ſaid Orlando with the greateſt 
confidence, at the ſame time giving him 
the ſpecial licenſe which he had procured 
in town, The Parſon commenced the 
ccremony—Belvidera was almoſt ſpeech- 
eſs the power of articulation was deni- 
ed.her—her pulſe beat with rapidity—her 
reſpiration was ſhort and quick—and 
truggling to ſpeak, ſhe at length ex- 
claimed ; 

I conjure you by the holineſs of your 
function, by every hope you have of hap- 


pineſs, to deſiſt. I hate, I deteſt the man 
Fand ſooner” . 
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She could ſay no more, but fell back 
inta a chair in ſtrong convulſions; the 
Jandlady attended, and our heroine was 
put to bed. Reſtoratiyes were admini- 
ſtered, and in two hours ſhe was brought 
to her ſenſes: the woman then left the 
room, and Beyerley alone remained with 
her. 

« What excuſe can you plead for uſing 
me thus?” aſked Belvidera faintly. 

« Love, my charmer, is all I can plead; 
and that I think is a ſuſſicient one. You 
know what your fayourite Italian poet 
ſays, 
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CH AP. LVI. 


Tue Maniac. 


Se d' Icara Leggeſti e di Fetonte 

Ben ſai come l'un cadde in queſto fiume 
Quando portar de Voriente il lume 
Volle e di ral de fol cinger la fronte 


E Valtro in mar ne troppo anditte e pronte 


A volo alzo le ſue cerate piume 

E coſi va chi dit tentar prefume 

Strade nel ciel per fama a pena conte 
Ma chi dee paventare in alta impreſa 
S'auvien ch' amor l'affide e che non pnote 
Amor che non catena il cielo unifoe 

Egli giu trahe de le celeſti rote 

Di terrena bella Diana acceſa 


E d'Ida; il bel fanciullo al ciel rapiſche.“ 
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Tasso. 


DrrvipERA cloſed her eyes with 


diſguſt, while Beverley repeated his 


quotation. 


« What a pity it is,“ ſhe thought, © that 


14 
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ſuch talents ſhould be thrown away upon 


ſuch a libertine.”” 
cc Well, 
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« Well, ma'am,” ſaid Beverley, aftear 0 

pauſe of five minutes, “ are you now li 
willing that the clergyman ſhall attend.“ b 
| « No, no, for heaven's ſake don't let A 
| him come in.“ 7 
| « Hear me,” ſaid Beverley, “ and take m 
| your choice; “ you mult either become pe 
| my wife, or a nun. A convent in France hc 
is prepared for your reception; the Lady co 
Abbeſs has been taught to regard you as ve 

a headſtrong young woman, who wants to ed 
| elope with a man every way your inferior. ha 
| Jam to paſs as your brother, and to carry be 
| you to the convent. After which I am ou 
| to ſee you no more; you are not to be af 
| allowed to ſend out letters, nor to receive abe 
; any ; you are likewiſe to be prohibited ] 
ſeeing any viſitors whatever.” per 
Belvidera raved vehemently—her in- airi 
0 tellects were deranged—and Orlando was phy 
in, reality alarmed, The beſt phyſician but 
| the place afforded was called in, who bec 
pronounced the ill-fated maniac to be in 'B 
ll the utmoſt danger. Beverley was nearly dee; 


as diſtracted as our heroine ; he knew not 
8 " 
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what to do, For her to remain at a pub. 
lic inn was impoſſible, and to take her 
back to town was madneſs in the idea, 
At length he thought of taking lodgings 
for her; this he found a more difficult 
matter than he at firſt imagined ; for no 
perſon would take a mad lady into their 
houſe. One woman at length, however, 
conſented upon conditions of having a 
very high price; this point being adjuſt. 
ed, Belvidera was conveyed to her new 
habitation, It was fituated upon the 
beach ; the air had a good effect upon 
dur heroine, and with a little medical 
aſſiſtance ſhe recovered her ſenſes in 
about a month, 

Beverley perſuaded her as ſoon as he 
perceived her ſenſes returned, to take an 
airing upon the water agreeable to the 
phyſician's preſcription. She conſented; 
but as ſoon as ſhe was upon the ſea ſhe 
became very ſick and fainted. 

Beverley had contrived his ſchemes 
deeply; for inſtead of going upon the 
water in the pleaſure-boat, he hired the 


* 


% 
aw 


—— — © — — = — 


| 
| 
1 
[ 
j 
| 


122 ORLANDO AND LAVINIA. 


packet, and when they landed, he wel. 
comed Lady Belvidera on her arrival in 
France. Our heroine bore her fate with 
a fortified reſignation. She thought at 
any rate if ſhe could get out of Beverley's 
hands any place would be preferable to 
being in his power. He aſked her what 
ſhe intended doing, whether ſhe would 
become his wife or be confined in a 
cloiſter. She replied calmly, * ſhe never 
would be his wife; and ſhe was ready as 
ſoon as he pleaſed to retire to the con- 
vent.” 

| Beverley damned her obſtinacy, and ab- 
ruptly left the room. In a quarter of an 
he returned, took her hand, and led her to 
a coach that waited. They both ſeated 
themſelves, and it drove off. Six hours 
elapſed before the coach ſtopped—Bel- 
videra ſhuddered at the ſight of the large 
gates the Lady Abbeſs received them in 
the parlour. Beverley whiſpered her ſome- 
thing. After which he took his leave, 
and departed; the Abbeſs and her nuns 


ſhewed great kindneſs to our heroine; 
each 
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each of them offered to conduct her to 
her cell. 'She gave the preference to one 
who was called Siſter Clotilda, this fair 
nun flattered by the diſtinction, ſhewed 
Belvidera the way, and in captivating accent 
made our heroine an offer of her friend. 
ſhip. Her kindneſs was rece ved ith 
pleaſure by Lady Belvidera; for Clotilda 
was beautiful, and her manner was highly 
intereſting. She was ſomething below the 


common height — fair and beautifully 


formed—large black eyes of a faint co- 
lour. Her hairwas a beautiful auburn and 
pleaſingly profuſe. 
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To the PUBLIC. 


THOSE who are affected with Nervous and Bilious 
Complaints, violent Head-achs, Heartburn, Irregular 
Gout, Dropſy, Weakneſs attending Childbearing, or 
any debilitating affection, are reſpectfully invited to 
partake of the ſalutary effects of that moſt invaluable 
medicine, called, 


Dr. Smith's Tonic Remedy, 


which by its intrinſic worth is gradually becoming the 
firſt medicine in uſe among all ranks of perſons in this 
country. The proprietor being a profeſſional man, 
has every opportunity of being perfectly convinced 
from the moſt indubitable evidence, of its genuine 
and efficacious tendency toward reſtoring ſtrength and 
vigour to the moſt relaxed habits, even in the molt 
inveterate caſes, 

The Tonic Remedy ſtrikes at the root of diſeaſe, 
and by eradicating the original ſource removes every 
conſequent diſorder, which ſo often proves fata, 
owing to a miſtaken notion of the firſt cauſe, 

If reaſon is in exerciſe, it mutt readily occur, on a 
mechanical compariſon, that if the axle of a cariiac 0 
is rendered weak by a fracture or any other accident, 
in caſe of neglect to repair the original detect, tlie 
moſt alarming conſequences are to be dreaded : fo 
likewiſe the human body, if ſuffered to remain iu 2 
ſtate of debility ſor any ſmall length of time, is open 
to the moſt violent attacks. Numerous inſtances cc. 
cur, where from total inattention, to the fountain ef 
of diſorder, perſons ſuffer themſelves to go on from 

one 
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one diſeaſe to another, till at length they fall vitimy 
to their negligence or credulity : for it muſt be admit- 
ted that many profeſional men are as ignorant of dif. 
eaſe as their patients themſelves, on which account 

it becomes every rational perſon to ſtudy their own 
conſtitution, that they may be the better able to judge 
of cauſes and effects. 

A particular account of the Tonic remedy may be 
found in the reflections on Dr. Smiths practice in caſes 
of Debility. | 

It is ſold Wholeſale and Retail (by appointment f 
the proprietor) by L. WarLand, No. 2, Middle- 
Row, Holborn, price 128. 61. the packet. 


